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Editor’s Note 

 

Welcome to June’s edition of Believer Life! Thanks to everyone who contributed this 

month. June’s theme is a focus on the Christian family and inside this issue you will find 

several articles doing just that. 

 

It is within the family that we most often learn about the love of God. Our families tell us 

about the love of God and show us the love of God in their actions. Our families guide 

us in our spiritual formation and leave with us a lasting Godly heritage. We can be 

thankful to God when we have good Christian families to grow up in and to raise our 

own children in. 

 

We continue to add readers locally in the United States and from around the world. 

Several of our authors are from places like England, India and Asia. The insight from 

each of these Christians is valuable and provides a unique perspective into Christian 

living. 

 

The next edition will be published in mid-August. The theme for that edition is “Finding 

Peace in God” from John 16:33. Please go ahead and send in your articles and stories 

as this helps in the editing process. 

 

Hope you are blessed! 

   

Ramsey Coutta 

Editor 

editor@believerlife.com 

 

For a free subscription please send an email to the editor at the email address 

above. 
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Theme for August’s Edition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding Peace in God 
 

(John 16:33) 

 

 
These things I have spoken to you, that in Me, you 

may have peace. 
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Christian Coaching 

Ramsey Coutta, PhD Psychology, editor 

of Believer Life, is providing Christian 

Coaching at a reasonable fee for those 

interested. Christian Coaching is the art 

and practice of enabling individuals to 

move from where they are to where God 

wants them to be personally and 

professionally. The coaching will 

primarily be conducted online through 

email and at times by telephone. If you 

are interested please contact Ramsey at 

editor@believerlife.com or 

ramcoutta@yahoo.com.  

mailto:editor@believerlife.com
mailto:ramcoutta@yahoo.com
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A New Home Filled with Love 
 

Donna J. Howard 
 
My husband and I moved into a smaller 
house recently. Our three children – a girl 
and two boys – are all married with children 
of their own now, so we no longer need a 
big house.  
 
I open box after box of figurines, music 
boxes and other gifts the children bestowed 
on me over the years on my birthday, 
Mother’s Day, and at Christmas. I shake my 
head and ask, “Where have the years 
gone? How could they possibly have gone 
so fast?” 
 
I head for my office, where I open yet 
another box. It holds albums of 
photographs of our children, taken during 
their growing-up years. I flip through them, 
stopping from time-to-time to relive the 
happy events preserved in them. I let my 
mind wander back to those days. Memories 
flood my mind, and I find myself wishing I 
could turn back the clock to the days when 
our children were small, and then have time 
stand still. 
 
I pick up a picture of our daughter when she 
was two. She looked so cute in her frilly 
little dress and Easter bonnet. She was 
always a happy child. In my mind, I relive 
each child’s first beautiful smile, and their 
first wobbly steps. 
 
I remember, as toddlers, how their little 
arms encircling my neck almost crushed me 
at times when they shared their love with 
me. 
 
I remember how each one seemed so tiny 
the first time they climbed those two giant 
steps up into the big yellow school bus on 

their first day of school. What a scramble of 
mixed emotions that was for me. 
 
I remember their shining eyes and glowing 
faces when they received their first puppy 
or kitten, and when they picked out their 
own clothes for the first time. 
 
I remember summer vacations when we 
traveled all over our beautiful country, 
visiting interesting historical places; and 
Christmases when we laughed together, 
sang together and prayed together. 
 
I remember the day each one accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. 
What a thrill that was for their dad and me. 
 
In their teen years - 4-H clubs, Girl Scouts 
and Boy Scouts with projects to complete, 
and awards to earn. 
 
In high school there was sports – pom-pom 
girls, wrestling, football and track - their first 
date; first prom, first job, which required 
their first car; graduation from high school 
and then from college; falling in love, and 
then – their wedding day and the 
establishing of happy homes of their own, 
which have produced five handsome 
grandsons, and two beautiful little great 
granddaughters for us to love. 
 
I have come full circle and I have changed 
my mind. I no longer wish to go back and 
have time stand still. It would mean my 
children would not experience these many 
things that have brought them, and us, so 
much joy and happiness. It would mean my 
husband and I would never experience the 
pleasure of watching them grow and laugh 
and learn. We would not have the privilege 
of teaching them to become independent 
and responsible adults. We would miss the 
joy of sharing all the things that have been, 
and are, a part of their lives. 
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No, I could never wish for that. It is as it 
should be; the way God intended it to be. 
 
I smile. With joy, I place my keepsakes on 
selves and in curio cabinets. I hang family 
photos of the children from birth to wedding 
day and beyond on the walls in every 
room.. Although they no longer live with us, 
their love fills the house from one end to the 
other. 
 
Soon, the day is over and the work of 
moving of done. My husband and I settle 
contentedly into our new Home Sweet 
Home filled instantly with love and 
memories. Life is good! 
 

Donna lives in Orfordville, WI.  She and her 
husband Lynn celebrated 56 years of 
marriage on October 2. They have 3 
children, 5 grandchildren, and 2 gr. 
grandchildren. Donna has published in a 
variety of publications. She enjoys spending 
time with her family; reading; writing 
devotionals, poems and children's stories; 
Bible studies, and crochet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian Family 

Toni Star 

In Acts 10: 1-2 we find a fine example of a 

Christian family: 

  

“1 In Caesarea there lived a Roman army 

officer named Cornelius, who was a captain 

of the Italian Regiment. 2 He was a devout 

man who feared the God of Israel, as did 

his entire household. He gave generously 

to charity and was a man who regularly 

prayed to God.“ 

The Christian family, according to Acts 10: 

1-2 is a family that fears God, gives 

generously to charity and prays regularly to 

God.  Those words make me recall my life 

with my husband and how our love and fear 

of God propel us each day to live a decent 

and godly life and how often we turn to Him 

in hope and faith and feel rejuvenated when 

we do. Like many, we give to charity and 

help others when we can and ask for His 

special help when we struggle to help those 

who purposely use us or are difficult and 

demanding.  And, to be honest, there are 

times when we have strayed away from 

God, thinking that material things could give 

us what we needed but always, we have 

come back to Him, repentant and seeking 

His forgiveness. 

As so many know, TV sitcoms and DVDs 

try to tell us how a family should be.  As 

most of us know, what we see on these 

media forums are violence, non-Christian 

behavior, antagonism and propaganda 

toward parents, showing young adults 

having children out of wedlock and 
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bragging about it, being disrespectful to 

everyone, no discussion or about reading 

the Bible, taking money and gifts and never 

giving anything back and showing no faith 

or goodness toward anyone! 

As an example, one new TV sitcom freely 

talks about homosexuality, uses swear 

words often, shows disrespect for each 

other at every turn and shows no decency 

at all for the human race or for God. And, 

this show is highly rated! 

What is tragic about this and other TV 

family sitcoms is that many young people 

and others are buying what these shows 

are selling—which is the demoralization 

and “dumbing down” of our country. 

Christian families can combat this way of 

thinking by not watching  these programs, 

going to church on a regular basis, praying, 

tithing, helping others when we can and 

having faith in God. If we don’t, if we keep 

quiet, we are saying to those around us, “do 

what you want with your life." It’s not 

important to live a godly and decent life.” 

In my opinion, America is in a crisis mode—

not just financially--but morally. We’ve got 

to stand up and say—“What you’re 

promoting—a lifestyle of greed, stupidity, 

selfishness and ungodly acts--are wrong 

and we reject them! 

If I sound preachy, it is because I feel 

preachy. I am tired of seeing stupidity and 

un-family like behavior everywhere I look; 

especially on TV!  

I try to keep in mind the phrase I heard 

years ago, “Evil flourishes when good men 

do nothing!” British statesman Edmund 

Burke said these words a long time ago but 

they are even more relevant today. 

The Christian family, no matter where they 

reside or what problems they face or will 

face in the future, will find the peace, 

guidance and comfort they’re looking for in 

God and His Son Jesus Christ. He and His 

Son will not let you down or lead you into a 

false sense of security. Both will lead you 

toward light and peace! 

Toni Star is a professional writer and has 

been writing for over 20 years. She has 

written many fiction and non-fiction articles 

and has self-published six books. She loves 

to write and her main goal in writing is 

to spread the word of God. 

 

In His Time 

Mary Olender 

God’s design for the family is a very 

beautiful design.  With the husband and 

father as the spiritual head, the wife and 

mother as his helpmate, the children are 

truly in a most blest place.  With Christ as 

the Head of the home, life has a much 

better chance of running smoothly.  Not that 

there aren’t any problems or struggles but 

there are definitely resources in place that 

the world simply doesn’t have.  Truly, there 

is no doubt about it…God’s design IS the 

ideal design. 

 But what if you find yourself in a situation 

where things are just not “ideal?” What if all 

of the pieces in your family simply do not fit 

together?  What if you are unequally 

yoked?  
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I first became a Christian when I was 22 

years old.  By this time, I had three small 

children.  One of the very first desires that 

the Lord placed in my heart was to bring 

each of them to a saving knowledge of 

Jesus Christ.  I knew that I probably would 

not have the material resources to give 

them the things other children might have 

but if I could lead them to a faith in Christ, 

they would have everything they ever 

needed.  I knew that no matter what would 

happen to them, they would have a firm 

foundation on which to stand and they 

would be rich beyond measure. 

I had this wonderful dream of having a 

Christian family but as time moved on I 

realized my husband simply was not on the 

same page.  For a long time I was very 

disappointed.  As my children grew…now 

five of them… I remember how I used to go 

to church and watch with envy at the 

families that were united.  Seeing a 

husband and wife together with their 

children just left such an ache in my heart. 

This went on for a good number of years. 

And then this one particular Sunday, as I 

was sitting there in this state of pity, it was 

like the Lord sat right down next to me and 

very quietly whispered in my ear…He said, 

”Mary, you need to stop this.  I want you to 

know that I AM your husband. (Isaiah 54) I 

will stand in that gap.  I will protect your 

children spiritually as a father.  You need 

not feel envy or alone anymore.” And from 

that time on, I didn’t. I remember sitting 

there and knowing something within me 

had suddenly changed and I literally left my 

situation in the Lord’s hands and moved 

forward. 

I would like to share some of the things I did 

raising my children in the Lord, as well as 

some things I’ve learned from hindsight. 

Perhaps they might be helpful to someone 

who finds themself in a similar set of 

circumstances. 

1. Take seriously the role of bringing 

your children up in the Lord yourself. 

It is a most holy calling. 

2. Make sure you live the life before 

them as best you can. 

3. Share with them your experiences 

with the Lord so they know He is 

real.  Share His Word and pray with 

them. 

4. Make sure they are involved in 

Church, Sunday School, Youth 

Group, Bible Study etc. if possible. 

5. Never ever criticize your spouse to 

them for not being involved..instead, 

if possible, have them pray for their 

mother/father. 

6. Pray for their growth in the Lord and 

trust Him implicitly with their spiritual 

lives especially when things get 

difficult. 

7. Thank the Lord that He is in this with 

you and that He is faithful.  That will 

keep you focused on Him and not 

your circumstances and keep you in 

His peace.  

Let me close by saying there is a wonderful 

end to my story.  All of my children came to 

faith in Christ at a relatively young age.  

Three of them are now actively involved in 

some type of Christian ministry.  My 

husband came to Christ years later.  When 

he finally did, he had many regrets.  On the 

top of his list was his having missed out on 

being a part of our children’s training in 

godliness.  But let me tell you, there is 
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something to be said when adult children 

see the changing power of Jesus Christ in 

their father!! and experience the beauty of 

finally having a Christian family with all the 

members on the same page!  What a 

blessing!! 

You see, the Lord has a wonderful way of 

tying up all of the loose ends in His own 

time and in His own way. He always proves 

Himself faithful.  And, as a family, we give 

Him all the praise for that!! 

Let not your heart be troubled!! 

Mary Olender is retired and has been 

married for 50 years to her husband Bob. 

They have five grown children and 9 

grandchildren. Her main purpose in writing 

is to encourage one's faith and to reveal the 

reality of Jesus Christ and His absolute 

desire to become involved in one's 

everyday life and circumstances. She 

attends church at Christ Chapel in Madison 

Ct where she is active in Women's Ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Tears 
 

Lynn Gipson 
 
 
Somewhere in the night 
There is a child with fears 
We will not hear his cries 
Or see his silent tears 
 
He is just one of many 
Little love if any 
Into the system is cast 
His homes never last 
 
How is it we don't see 
Blind we must be 
We think we had it tough 
His life is rough 
 
What can we do or say 
At least we should pray 
For every child everywhere 
For Christ to be there 

 

Lynn Gipson is a 61 year old (oh so 

grateful) cancer survivor. Her life has been 

pretty much like a patchwork quilt, moving 

from town to town when she was a child. 

The longest she lived anywhere was in 

Memphis, Tennessee. She now lives in 

Southaven, Mississippi, which is a suburb 

of Memphis. She has a wonderful son, who 

she is proud to say is one of Memphis’ 

Finest, and two amazing granddaughters. 

She is currently writing articles and poems 

for the online publication of Christian-News-

Today. 
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Watered Down 
 

Donna Edgar 
 
  
Have you noticed lately how watered down 
the taste of milk has become? It's like if you 
want 1%, you have to buy 2%. If you want 
2% you have to buy whole milk. If you want 
whole milk, you have to buy a cow!! Hey! I 
hear a lesson coming on.... If you accepted 
Christ, but refuse His teaching, then just 
hang out in the church parking lot. If you 
only want to look good in people's eyes, just 
join a church.   If you want God's blessings, 
but won't forgive your brother or have a 
desire to serve, then just stay in the pews. 
But if you want to hear Jesus tell you "Well 
done, good and faihful servant", make 
Jesus the Lord of your life, confess your 
sins, stand up, raise holy hands, sing and 
shout, praise the Lord, give Him thanks, 
forgive as you have been forgiven, love 
your neighbor, humble yourself, trust that 
God has your best interested at heart, read 
the Word and put that all into everyday 
action!!  
 

 

My Testimony 

Pastor Olabisi Obideyi 

I was born into a Christian family but I was 

not what you will call a practicing Christian. 

Right from my youth I hated going to church 

because I saw church people as boring, 

weird and strange. Particularly with the so-

called tongue speaking born again 

Christians I saw them as hypocritical, 

judgmental and very boring people. I was a 

very sceptical person but even though I did 

not like going to church very much and was 

not overly enthusiastic about church people 

I have always believed that the universe is 

too complex for it to just become or exist 

out of a big bang. I believed there has to be 

a God or some kind of supreme power 

behind all that we see in life, if a simple 

thing like the house that we live in has to be 

built by someone. In my little belief in God I 

have always gone to him in my own little 

way as far back as I could remember 

mostly whenever I am in some kind of 

trouble or distress. Just like every human I 

have had my own shares of troubles in life 

and the older I got the more complex they 

got. With all of my problems however I 

never thought for once that it was a 

necessity to give my life to Christ until my 

problems in my adulthood became too 

much for me to handle. 

I have on two occasions built up enough 

courage to answer the alter call when I 

finally became a regular church attendant to 

give my life to Christ but I never for once 

thought of the significance of doing so. I 

mostly went to church to satisfy my 

religious conscience and at first I went to 

church only on New Year’s Eve until the 

next New Year’s Eve. It came to a point in 

my life however that I felt I needed more to 

attend church but I never seem to get round 

to doing so as frequently as I would liked to. 

At a point in my life I became very unhappy, 

depressed most of the time and I had many 

questions particularly about God that no 

one seems to be able to give me a 

satisfactory answer to. Whilst I was going 

through my transitional motions my 

husband who I met in the mist of all of my 

ups and downs was also going through his 

motions. Just like most couples we have 

had our own individual shares of trials and 

tribulations and as a couple we have been 

through many problems together and in the 
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mist of all our troubles we jointly decided to 

look for a church for regular fellowship. 

We never stayed long in one church to 

really become part of that church because 

we always find one fault or the other with it. 

In the end we found one that we stayed in 

but our troubles instead of diminishing 

seemed to be on the increase. In the end 

we stopped going to church altogether and 

doing so even made things worse. 

In year 2003 I reached a breaking point. I 

became so depressed, upset and totally fed 

up to the point that I started to give death 

serious consideration as my only option. I 

smoked a lot and drank a lot hoping to bury 

my sorrows in cigarette smoking and 

alcohol. In that same year in the month of 

September I became so fed up one night 

that I sought God in a way that I have never 

done before. I did not know how to pray as 

such and the only bit I knew in the Bible 

was Psalm 23. Nevertheless full of 

emotions and deep frustration about my 

situation and life in general I cried onto 

Jesus and asked him to forgive me my sins. 

On this night I shouted and screamed 

especially since I did not really know how to 

pray much wept deeply and as I was doing 

all of this I wondered if he was listening or 

looking at me. I told him I was confused and 

I needed to know my purpose in life in 

particular, why I have come to this world, 

where I come from and what happens after 

I leave this world. I also said that if really he 

is the Son of God and as the Son God in 

God who in power and might truly created 

me he should please help me now by 

coming to my rescue because I am tired of 

life. I asked many questions such as why 

do things have to be so difficult? Why is life 

so unfair and why does it look as if the 

wicked only prosper? Clearly at that point I 

thought I was only talking to myself but I 

later discovered that God was on that day 

listening to me. 

The following day was a Sunday and since 

we have stopped going to church I decided 

to watch one of the Christian channels and 

to my surprise the teaching at the station I 

choose to watch was about ‘purpose of life’ 

in life. At the end of the teaching the 

preacher said that God is a God of purpose 

and also a God of promises. He said that 

we should look in the Bible to find God’s 

promises for us as humans and that his 

promises he always fulfils and that we 

should consider ourselves as partakers of 

the promises and the fulfilment of it. At the 

end of the programme I decided for the first 

time ever in my life to pick up my Bible from 

wherever it was usually under my pillow 

because of nightmares; to find this so called 

promises the preacher mentioned. However 

I had a problem I did not know where to 

start but for some reason I decided to start 

from Genesis 1 verse I. In my mind I 

thought that if I could read a novel and 

finish it then I should be able to read the 

Bible to the end from the beginning. I had 

hoped that by the time I get to the end I 

should come across the many promises 

that the Preacher spoke about. To my 

amazement all I read was Genesis chapter 

1 verse I to 3 and by the time I got to verse 

3 it was as if a veil was lifted off my eyes. I 

could see, I felt alive and for reasons that I 

could not explain I was happy. The rest of 

the day I felt the urge to write and what I 

wrote was like a summary Bible lesson on 

creation and God’ purpose in our lives. I felt 

good and after this Sunday we resumed 

going back to church because I felt the urge 

to do so. I thought the incident of that 
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Sunday was the end not knowing that it was 

only the beginning. 

Nothing major happened after that Sunday 

and after all the excitement things seem to 

quieten down. I continued with my smoking 

and drinking until the month of January 

2004. As usual my family and I went for our 

New Year’s Eve service but unlike the 

previous year I had a good feeling about 

that year. Usually I have a long list of what I 

want from God mostly material but that year 

I was not able to ask for any material thing. 

I was just happy to see that year and I had 

some kind of joy that I have never felt 

before. At the end of the church service we 

went home with some friends for some 

drinking and smoking sessions and the 

following day I had a serious hangover. 

After speedy recovery I tried to smoke I 

could not. Tried to have some more drink I 

could not and that was how I stopped 

drinking and smoking. After I had stopped 

drinking and smoking I decided I was going 

to say little prayers every morning and I 

also felt the urge to read more my Bible. 

Since I did not know how to find anything in 

the Bible I will just open it and to my 

amazement I always end up on a page or 

chapter full of God’s promises. 

One morning in February I did not just open 

as before instead for unexplained reasons I 

went to the Book of Acts Chapter 2. After I 

had finished reading it I decided to say a 

little prayer before heading to work. As I 

opened my mouth to pray I started to cry 

instead and as I was crying I was also 

singing and for some reasons I could not 

stop. Before I knew it I started falling all 

over the place and in the end I laid down 

flat for I could not stand. By the time I sit up 

again and opened my mouth I started to 

speak in tongues and to my amazement I 

understood all the words that I said and 

they are “Rejoice, today you have been fully 

delivered from the claws of Lucifer. Your 

heart was hardened and I had to circumcise 

it. Now in good circumcised heart you are 

totally free from all shackles and bondage. 

Woman thou are loosed and in total 

freedom go into the world and proclaim the 

good news”. When the interpretation of this 

words came to me I could not curtail my joy. 

It was the happiest day in my life. I felt so 

light-hearted and from that day on I started 

to hear this loving and kind voice and at first 

I was not sure but in the end I knew that 

this was God speaking to me. At the same 

time that I became convinced that this was 

God I heard another voice that was very 

unfriendly and wicked but the Godly friendly 

voice was always there to give me 

confidence and to build my trust in him. In 

giving me confidence he assured me that 

gradually the hateful wicked voice shall 

soon be totally silenced. He also told me 

that the flesh is condemned to Satan who is 

death and the flesh in loyalty to death is 

trying to work against me to place me in 

fear so that in fear I will not be able to grow 

and develop. God spoke to me soon after 

my speaking in tongue experience about 

my purpose in life and he told me that my 

purpose is to proclaim the good news to all 

of mankind. I told him I have no expedience 

and he told me he knows that already and 

that all that I need to do is trust him and that 

he himself will teach me all that I need to 

know. The name of the church as God 

himself call it is Freedom House and as the 

Head Pastor of Freedom House I am the 

first to be freed to testify to God’s 

deliverance power through his mercies, 

love and kindness for us all. 
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My testimony does not end here. My 

testimony is a daily event and each day of 

my life and for all that I went through to fully 

prepare me for God’s ministry I give him all 

the Glory. Have you ever wondered what 

testimony awaits you from God? To testify 

is to bear witness and as a witness I say if 

you seek God with all of your heart, mind 

and soul you will find him. Now I know that 

all the while God was waiting for me 

whereas I was busy waiting for God. This in 

summary is how I became to be a Pastor 

and if God can use someone like myself he 

can certainly use you for the proclamation 

of his glory. God broke all of my shackles 

and through Christ Jesus I became born 

again and by being born again I became a 

new creature in Christ Jesus and as a born 

again Christian I have never known life to 

be so good and exiting. Each and every day 

I wake up full of joy in my spirit and I am 

always in full appreciation of God’s mercies 

and goodness towards me. Even though I 

went through greater trials and tribulations 

after God made me conscious of my 

deliverance I thanked God for being there 

and for taking me through all of my trials 

and tribulations for it is from those trials and 

tribulation that he perfected me as a 

witness. As God said the enemy’s voice is 

now totally silenced and I thank God for his 

faithfulness and for his goodness. God 

does not want the death of a sinner but 

repentance and if you go to Jesus just as 

you are he will cleanse you by his precious 

blood. I was a smoker, a heavy drinker and 

I was a woman totally confused about life 

but through revelation by God in Christ 

Jesus I am now a woman with God’s 

mission and purpose established in my 

heart and God’s mission is always possible 

mission. Since the ministry has been 

established God himself has been working 

wonders amongst us through his 

deliverance and healing power. I went to 

God out of share frustration to find out my 

purpose in life and my question to you 

today is what will it take for you to seek 

God? God makes his mercy full daily so 

that we have the chance to repent. 

If you have the chance and opportunity to 

read this then know that God is calling you 

today for tomorrow might be too late. The 

big question is are you ready to answer 

God’s calling and start to operate in God’s 

dominion in freedom and in power over and 

above the enemy or do you still want to 

continue having your pity parties in 

loneliness and in sorrow just like I use to. 

Have you ever thought it necessary to ask 

God for your purpose in life? Have you ever 

wondered why you are here where you are 

heading or have you ever thought that there 

could be some chains and shackles around 

you that you need to be loosed from? God 

is God in the beginning and as God in the 

beginning he still is God today just as he 

was in the beginning. The work of God is 

perfect and he has already finished the 

work all he ask is that you have the 

willingness to see the light and he himself 

will do the rest. Come align your will with 

God’s will and begin to start your true 

purpose in life. As a direct witness my 

message from God is that God is waiting for 

you to make you conscious of your destiny 

purpose. To serve God’s purpose in life is 

to be full with joy and filled with goodness of 

life in eternity. No matter what your problem 

is in life God is able to solve it if you seek 

God through Christ Jesus. Come to God 

just the way you are and quit trying to fix 

things yourself. God who made you knows 

why he made you to be and it is only in 
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Christ Jesus that you become filled with the 

Holy Spirit and in the Holy Spirit you will no 

longer be void or empty in life but totally 

fulfilled in life forever. Through the anointing 

of the Holy Ghost and for the perfection of 

goodness in you I give you a special 

invitation to join us at Freedom House for 

an anointing service with a difference. May 

be just like me you have all your life been 

skeptical or perhaps you are seeking some 

direction or answers to many questions or 

maybe you feel there is a heavy burden 

upon you and you seem not able to shift it 

off no matter how hard you try. Perhaps just 

like me you have reached a breaking point 

and you are seriously now giving death a 

thought. Whatsoever the case may be 

death is not an option. That is the way the 

enemy wants you to go. Death is 

condemnation and Christ is life and the only 

way to eternal life is through Christ Jesus. 

We do not promise you some state of the 

art stage show but we guarantee you not by 

my power might or spirit that in the name of 

Jesus all old things shall pass and you shall 

see the brightness of a new beginning in 

your life. Christ Jesus himself said it in the 

Bible that if you come to him in your heavy 

laden he shall give you rest not just in this 

world but in eternity. I bear witness to his 

promises and the fulfilment of them and as 

a witness I say come all that are heavy 

laden unto Jesus and just like he gave me 

rest he shall give you rest also. Christ is 

calling you also today to enter into a 

relationship with him and in him be in 

eternal life of joy, peace and total 

happiness. We hope to see you next 

Sunday for a life changing experience or 

even hear from you before then. Contact 

the church number for directions on how to 

get there or email us with your prayer 

request or for assistance that you may 

require from us. We look forward to hearing 

from you and till then may the peace of the 

father, the son and Holy Ghost rest abide 

with you now and forever. 

Following a Holy Spirit encounter in 2004, 

Pastor Olabisi became founder and senior 

pastor of Freedom House International 

Ministries. She is also CEO of Divine Grace 

Enterprises Limited, a Christian publishing 

company dedicated to Christian book 

publishing, flyer designs, logos and other 

kingdom glorifying designs and print work.  

 

Further to her initial deliverance experience 

in the early part of year 2004, Pastor 

Olabisi had another stunning ‘open vision’ 

encounter of heaven and hell in the latter 

part of year 2004. Her amazing extended 

vision of heaven and hell now form the 

contents of her other popular book entitled 

Hell on Earth.  

 

The combination of her experiences has 

further strengthened her passion to spread 

the Good News of Christ’s deliverance 

powers across the world using all available 

avenues including television, radio, Internet 

and also through her Holy Spirit-inspired 

writings. Pastor Olabisi holds an LLB (hons) 

degree in law. 
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Don't Cease To Worship! 

 
Folasade Popoola 

 

"Ye worship ye know not what: we know 

what we worship: for salvation is of the 

Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, 

when the true worshippers shall worship the 

Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father 

seeketh such to worship him. God is a 

Spirit: and they that worship him must 

worship him in spirit and in truth". ~John 

4:22-24 

The number one barrier to operating in 

consistent heart of worshipping and 

praising God is emotions. Satan always 

targets a believer's human emotions in 

order to turn off his or her passion for 

worship. Satan knows that if we can rise 

above our human emotional feelings then 

we will worship God in spirit and truth to the 

glory of God irrespective of our natural 

situations and circumstances.   

 

Worshipping God is all about reverencing 

God as our Maker and Creator irrespective 

of our natural world situations and 

circumstances. Before Satan fell from glory 

to shame, Satan once existed in the glory 

and beauty a true worshipper of God has 

(Ezekiel 28:14-19). Satan lost his glorious 

beauty due to his evil and wicked rebellion 

against God. And whosoever partakes in 

Satan's rebellion will also automatically 

partake in consequences of his rebellion, 

which is shame and eternal death 

damnation in hell fire.  

 

Satan as a disgraced fallen angel is an evil 

wicked spirit. His number one goal for man 

is to deceive man into worshipping him as a 

'god' so that man will partake in his eternal 

damnation. Satan understands that a man 

can only have the rewards of eternal life 

from God if he worships God in spirit and 

truth. Being a passionate worshipper of 

God himself in the past before his fall from 

glory, Satan fully understand that God will 

always be moved to favour, promote and 

abundantly bless His true worshippers 

beyond our human asking capacity 

and articulations. 

 

Evidence of true or false belief is in 

worship. A true believer of God must 

evidence his or her belief in the true God 

through worshipping God in spirit and truth. 

Worshipping God is evidence of life in our 

souls because only the living can worship 

God in spirit and truth. God is life itself and 

no one outside of God who is life itself can 

worship God in spirit and truth. When we 

worship God in spirit and truth, we remain 

in His glorious presence. And Satan knows 

that if we are in God's presence, he cannot 

exercise his evil and wicked dominion over 

our souls or harm us in anyway.  

 

Everything God did for us through Christ is 

to restore us back again to the place of true 

worship. The place of true worship is in 

God's presence and God's presence is the 

heartland of glory. Those who worship God 

in spirit and truth are in God's glorious 

presence and shall not partake in the 

shame of Lucifer the disgraced fallen 

angel.  
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If there is one thing Satan is afraid of it is 

the worship of a true believer. Satan knows 

we automatically please and glorify God 

when we worship God in spirit and truth 

irrespective of our natural life 

circumstances (Job 1:1-2).  A true 

worshipper has the fire protection of God 

and we are automatically victorious over 

Satan's evil devices when we continue 

in worshipping God irrespective of our 

natural situation and circumstances.   

 

A true worshipper of God is a partaker of 

God's authority and dominion and the 

worship of a true believer is a release of fire 

judgement on Satan and his hosts of 

demonic entities. It is for this reason that 

Satan tempts and tries a believer 

consistently in his desperate attempt to get 

a believer to cease worship fire. Satan 

seeks to deactivate the spiritual passion we 

have for worshipping God by activating our 

human emotional feelings. Satan knows 

that once the heat of our emotional feelings 

becomes turned on then our passion for 

worship will automatically go cold. We can 

only rise above our emotional feelings in 

understanding mindset of evidence of God's 

love for us through Christ. Only by walking 

in understanding mindset of demonstration 

of His love for us through Christ would we 

rise above our emotional feelings and 

praise Him as our Maker irrespective of our 

natural life situations.  

 

God created us for worship and Satan's 

number one priority is to beguile man to 

worship him in place of the true one God. 

Several people in the world today worship 

what they do not know and unless God 

opens their eyes to see Him as the only one 

that must be worshipped they will remain 

blinded by Lucifer's lies.  

 

Christ ultimate mission to earth is to deliver 

us from spiritual Babylon and Egypt so we 

can worship God in spirit and truth. The 

mystery Babylonian and Egyptian world is 

full of perverted souls that are worshipping 

demonic fallen angels. And freedom from 

the perverted worship dungeon of fallen 

angels is only possible through Christ the 

Living Water. Through Christ, we are once 

again restored into the place and position of 

worshipping God in spirit and truth. The 

worship of a living soul are a sweet savour 

in the nostrils of God. In Christ we are 

God's temple and the glory of God always 

shine bright in His temple. God as the 

Majestic Lord of hosts of heavenly 

victorious angels always inhabits His place 

of worship. And those that worship God 

shall always be full of His kingdom glory 

and riches.  

 

Arise O fellow brethren in Christ and 

worship God in spirit and truth. Turn off the 

emotional darkness and brighten the earth 

with your praise and worship of the living 

God. He alone deserves to be praised and 

worshipping the living God is evidence and 

proof of our spiritual victory. Those who 

worship God in spirit and truth shall have 

His full protection and no weapon formed or 

fashioned against them shall ever prosper.  

 

Arise in victory O ye saints of the living God 

and bless the holy name of our LORD and 

Maker in spirit and truth.   Give Him glory 

and praise for He is faithful and He alone is 

forever worthy to be praised.  
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Being a Servant 

Joe Baginski 

I've always heard that ‘cleanliness is next to 

godliness’. While I can't find that exact 

expression anywhere my Bible, I know from 

what the Scripture teaches that is a fair 

approximation of the truth. In the Old 

Testament priests were required to wash 

prior to doing service in the Temple and in 

the New Testament we find foot-washing 

and Paul calling for decency and order in 

the worship service. So, I think it is safe to 

infer from this that God is for cleanliness 

and order. And, by extension, we can 

probably safely say without fear of 

contradiction that cleanliness is next to 

godliness. I'm raising this topic for a blog 

because yesterday we took on a new 

boarder in our tiny two-bedroom office/living 

quarters and it became immediately 

apparent to me that it was time for the 

appearance of a housemother. 

I'm not that difficult to live with, at least from 

my perspective, but I do have preferences 

and am known to possess some strong 

opinions.  One of those preferences is that I 

like cleanliness and order in my living 

environment. That's the way my mother 

trained me and it is likely that preference 

was hardwired into me before I came out of 

the womb. Therefore, in my opinion things 

ought to be kept in order and clean. I like it 

that way and if you want to keep me happy 

that's the way it has to be. We all know how 

important it is to keep Joe happy, don't we!  

My preferences and opinions 

notwithstanding however, I now share my 

living space with two other adult males. 

Thankfully, we are brothers in the Lord. 

Even so, different individuals have different 

preferences and opinions about what ought 

to happen in their environment to keep 

them happy. One can easily imagine 

therefore the importance of putting our 

heads together and coming up with 

agreements with which we can each live 

satisfactorily. Since the age difference 

between my roommates and I is roughly the 

same as between parent and his children, I 

decided to take the bull by the horns so 

speak. 

Now bear in mind that no one has 

appointed me boss over anyone else so I 

was prepared to tread lightly when I 

presented my ideas to my roommates. 

Before having this conversation I gave 

some thought to what I might say.  I also 

acknowledged to myself that since I was 

going to be expressing things that were 

important to me, I needed to take 

ownership of those areas. As I began 

contemplating the implications of taking 

ownership of those areas I thought about 

Matthew 20:25-28 But Jesus called them 

unto him, and said, Ye know that the 

princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion 

over them, and they that are great exercise 

authority upon them. But it shall not be so 

among you: but whosoever will be great 

among you, let him be your minister; And 

whosoever will be chief among you, let him 

be your servant: Even as the Son of man 

came not to be ministered unto, but to 

minister, and to give his life a ransom for 

many. KJV 

Since I had no official authority over anyone 

and no one was going to elect me to that 
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office, it dawned on me that this would be 

an opportunity for me to become a servant 

to my roommates. In my carnal self, this did 

not seem like a fair arrangement. After all, 

we all share the same space and we all 

contribute to the messes and disorder. It is 

only fair that we share in the duties and 

responsibilities of keeping the place clean 

and orderly. But upon reflection, another 

element came into play and that is that by 

approaching this situation as the voluntary 

servant of my roommates I removed the 

emotional calculation of ‘fairness’. By 

removing fairness from my thoughts about 

who is doing what or not doing something 

that ought to be done, I effectively 

eliminated what could have been a huge 

potential problem. As a servant to my 

roommates my role is to serve and not to 

be served. They do not need to concern 

themselves how to keep Joe happy. After 

all, Joe would be keeping Joe happy by 

being their servant. 

I think it's important to take note of the fact 

that I didn't actually start out with the idea in 

mind that I would be my roommates’ 

servant. I started out thinking about what 

would make Joe happy. It wasn't until the 

Holy Spirit reminded me of the passage in 

Matthew that I actually came upon insight 

from God’s Word and the right response to 

my situation. I think that when the apostle 

Paul was making his farewell address in 

Miletus he touched on this very same thing 

in Acts 20:35 I have shewed you all things, 

how that so labouring ye ought to support 

the weak, and to remember the words of 

the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more 

blessed to give than to receive. KJV 

What I am actually doing is giving of my 

‘self’ rather than insisting on my rights. This 

is not rocket science and it is easy to see 

the differences in actions and attitudes 

between these two approaches. When I 

insist upon my rights, automatically, 

hormones and chemicals and enzymes are 

released in my body and I am prepared to 

fight for or defend what I think is mine. 

Anyone who denies me what I perceive as 

my rights becomes my adversary. On the 

other hand, when I consciously, knowingly, 

and willingly yield myself to become their 

servant, I give up my rights. I have nothing 

to fight for and nothing to defend. I own 

nothing and nothing can be taken away. My 

delight is to serve and in serving I 

accomplish my God-given purposes. This is 

a formula that not only pleases Joe but also 

delights the Lord.  

It will be interesting to me to see how this 

actually works out in practice. My hunch is 

that as long as I walk according to the spirit 

and not according to the flesh it should 

prove most satisfactory. If the Lord Jesus 

came as our servant then I’m quite sure 

that taking up the servant role with respect 

to my roommates is the ultimate shortcut to 

achieving my own personal happiness.  At 

least that’s the way that Jesus put it in John 

13:16-17 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 

servant is not greater than his lord; neither 

he that is sent greater than he that sent 

him. If ye know these things, happy are ye if 

ye do them. KJV 

My plan is to take it upon myself to be the 

one who is primarily responsible for 

cleaning.  That doesn’t mean that I’m 

inviting my roommates to be irresponsible 
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or neglectful, but my attitude (if I’m 

successful) will be such that I do not 

begrudge them for my cleaning up the 

place on a regular basis.  The key for me is 

that it is more about attitude than activity. I 

hope you will pray for me in this matter. 

So, how do you think you are doing on the 

servanthood front?  To whom could you 

make yourself a servant? How is your 

attitude about being that servant? 

Joe Baginski is on a one year mission to 

Asia delivering Bibles to closed or tightly 

controlled countries. He lives in Hong Kong 

in very small cramped conditions with 

roommates. He has a blog site to keep his 

supporters from my home church abreast of 

what is happening as he ministers. 

www.breaduponthewatersasia.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep Me in Your Sight 
 

Donna Edgar 
 
When a storm is coming on and clouds 
loom large and dark, 
 
When the wind starts to roar and lightening 
flashes arc. 
 
When the thunder sounds come crashing 
and fill me full of fright. 
 
I turn to you and pray you'll keep me in your 
sight. 
 
When raging waters swell and I feel myself 
pulled under, 
 
Lord, you know there are times I feel alone; 
times that I may wonder. 
 
When the force of stormy winds try to shake 
my faith, 
 
Keep me in your sight Lord; rain down your 
saving grace. 
 
With the coming of the morning, while I am 
still yet tossed, 
 
Peace comes as I surrender; Lord, keep me 
near the cross. 
 
Before the waves have calmed and dawn 
chases away the night, 
 
You whisper to my heart, "I always keep 
you in my sight". 
  
 

 

 

 

http://www.breaduponthewatersasia.com/
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Expressions of Faith 
 

Dr. Michael Cochran 
 

The Christian faith is predicated upon the 
concept that “trust” in God through His Son, 
Jesus the Christ, as “the way, the truth, and 
the life,” (John 14:6 NKJV) is the solution to 
the problems of humanity. Jesus 
commands believers, “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Trust in God” (John 14:1 
NKJV). It appears overly simplistic, but this 
is all believers are required to do in 
overcoming obstacles and hardships, trust. 
What does it mean to trust God? 
 
Trust in God means believing that He will 
deliver as the Bible claims he will. 
(Philippians 4:6-7 NKJV) “Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God.; and the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus. 
 
Trust in God involves an internalized belief 
that he is omnipresent and omnipotent, 
supplanting the need to worry, to fear, to 
feel insecure, or to control outcomes. This 
belief trumps all other beliefs. Faith that He 
will deliver on His promise to us is a 
powerful concept. Anxiety, fear, and 
frustration arise from the belief that 
something “should be” different than it is. 
They are products of faith lacking. They 
come from flawed or faulty thinking, outside 
the promise of God. 
 
When we align our thinking with the 
promise of God's protection, there is 
nothing to fear, nothing to control, and 
nothing to worry about. At this point, 
“nothing can separate us from the love of 
God.” “For I am persuaded that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 

nor powers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39 NKJV). 
If we cannot be separated from the love of 
God, then nothing else matters. We have 
this promise in dealing with obstacles and 
hardships we face whether physical or 
spiritual. 
 
God first demands our faith and our trust, 
and then He provides us with whatever we 
need to make the process flow. Learning to 
accept what we cannot control is one of the 
most difficult lessons of life. However, we 
cannot claim the blessings of faith unless 
we are first able to let go of our need for 
answers, our need for control, our need for 
specific outcomes in the facing of hardships 
or obstacles. 
 
Whenever spiritual or physical obstacles 
confront us all we need to do is reconfirm 
our faith and our trust in God while turning 
the problems over to Him. At this point they 
cease to be obstacles. Here we exchange 
the obstacles for expressions of faith, 
making them insignificant. Whereby, we 
learn that faith in God is the most important 
value, not the value of things over which we 
worry and stress. 
 
We need do nothing other than trust and 
believe in the power of the promise. 
(Philippians 4:6-7 NKJV) “Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God; and the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” 
 

 

 

http://www.faithwriters.com/member-profile.php?id=53047
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%2014.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%2014.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%2014.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Philippians%204.6-7
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Romans%208.38-39
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Philippians%204.6-7
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Give Him Thanks 
Earl Kugle 

 
Has this day left you busy 
Sweeping floors and washing clothes, 
And now your day is coming to a close? 
Did you take the time to thank our God 
For the strength to do the things you 
chose? 
Is Christ your friend and helper 
As you work throughout the day? 
Do you ever praise and thank Him 
For the help He sends your way? 
Or has this day been just a dread 
And you just want to tumble into bed 
And on your pillow lay your head 
Until the dark of night has passed away 
And you see a brand new day? 
Give Him thanks for every blessing; 
For sleep and peace that's come your way. 
Lift you voice with songs of gladness, 
They will take away the sadness. 
In God's love there is no madness. 
With joy and hope that truly blesses, 
He'll take away your old addresses 
And take you to the heaven He possesses, 
To live a life without distresses. 
 
Earl Kugle, 85, lives in Saint Joseph, MI.  
He is retired and a widower. He is an usher 
and a greeter in his church. He also works 
occasionally in the Soup Kitchen near his 
home where he puts poems on the tables in 
the dining room hoping to touch some 
hearts so they will accept Christ as their 
Lord and Savior. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finding Greater Love 

Brenda K. Blakely 

 

One of my first evenings at the Rock House 
Inner City Ministry became one of God’s 
out-of-the-normal-realm-of-my-life 
experiences I have learned to appreciate as 
a turning point He places in my life.  When I 
arrived at the Rock House this classic 
Mississippi hot, sultry evening what I saw 
hardly seemed a likely setting for finding 
God’s greater love.  There wasn’t even a 
breeze to freshen the air. 
 
The old office building that housed the Rock 
House Ministry had received a facelift.  New 
carpeting and paint had been added to 
cover up cracks and other structural 
problems, but nothing could hide the odor 
of the life that had been there before. 
 
The short time I had been coming here, in 
obedience to what I believed God called me 
to do, I had only gone through the motions 
of serving people who came into Rock 
House.  This night; however, would change 
me. 
 
After my husband finished parking our car 
as near to the streetlight as we could get, 
we walked down Capital Street ready to do 
our night of service.  As we stepped off the 
sidewalk and into the dark, dingy staircase 
that would lead us up to the ministry 
quarters, the musky smell of debris and 
decaying food gave us a forecast of what 
was to come.   
 
When I entered the upstairs ministry, all I 
seemed to see were dirty people with faces 
scarred by physical abuse and all life on the 
streets had to offer.    Their voices were 
lifted in praise and accompanied by musical 
instruments that celebrated the grace of 
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God.  But the odors emanating from bodies 
that had not encountered soap and water 
for a lengthy period of time overwhelmed 
me to the point I could think of nothing else.  
The gastronomical disturbance created by 
this assault on my senses was about to be 
revealed. My first question was, “Where is 
the bathroom?” 
 
Upon entering the bathroom, I plowed 
through the paper towels on the floor and 
did whatever I could to avoid the wet spots 
on the floor, I prayed, “Lord you know loving 
comes hard for me but if you are going to 
put me here you will have to teach me to 
love these people with your greater love“.  
He answered quickly with the gift of His 
portion. I came out of the bathroom ready to 
do whatever God had for me that night. 
After several hours of serving the people 
God had brought to the service, I began to 
realize the evening was about to end and I 
could leave. I became particularly anxious 
to put the sight, smell and sound of the 
night’s experience behind me.  
 
Dashing for the dingy stairs, which had 
been such an obstacle for me at my arrival I 
was halted in my descent by a coarse, 
smelly young woman, hunkered on a step. 
Her body blocked my passage down the 
stairs.  
 
As I slowed down and was eventually 
stalled by her presence, she began to talk. 
Not wanting to be rude, I turned toward her 
to listen. While she rambled, I began to 
suspect she had blocked the stairs as a 
means to obtain a listener.  
 
Her conversation went back to the time 
when she was fourteen-years-old.  I 
listened to her eleven years of experiences 
that would have crushed the spirit of the 
faint-hearted and was drawn into the drama 
of her life. 

As we talked, an older man with whom she 
lived wandered across the street. She 
spotted him coming and quickly explained, 
"He didn't come to the services that evening 
because he wasn't feeling well". She 
elaborated about her hunger pangs and 
anxiety to consume the sandwich she had 
received after the service; yet she 
continued to clutch it in her hand.  
 
She continued to talk as he came closer.  It 
seemed with the sharing of each 
experience the sag in her shoulders 
lessened.  Once he was by her side, she 
quietly slipped the sandwich into the hands 
of the old man without any pretense or 
show. When she realized I had seen her 
pass the food to him, she commented, "I 
really wasn't hungry”.  
 
By this time, my husband had begun to try 
descending the stairs. When he couldn’t 
precede any further, he just stood and 
listened. He had seen the sandwich 
transaction. He turned and slipped back 
upstairs.  
 
Soon he descended the stairs again and 
discreetly tucked another sandwich into the 
young woman's hand. She glanced at it and 
began stuffing it into her mouth.  
 
In my mind's eye I saw a flashback of the 
sandwich she had quietly slipped to the old 
man and was reminded of her comment, "I 
wasn't hungry". 
 
On the stairs that night she shared her pain, 
lessons learned from the street, and gave 
me an unpretentious demonstration of her 
unselfish love for others. I listened and with 
God’s help was able to see beyond the 
coarse exterior. His light revealed the 
greater love in her heart and the contrast in 
mine. 
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Because of that night’s encounter, I am 
learning to follow in obedience and 
appreciation for the glimpses of life He 
gives me beyond my  normal everyday 
realm. He is teaching me to appreciate the 
blessing of my own life. Most of all I am 
learning He will empower me to do His work 
and shine His light in the dark places so I 
can see His greater love within my heart 
and the heart of others. 
 
All rights owned by Brenda K. 
Blakely/JRCM, INC 
 
Brenda is an educator/writer, supporter of 
natural products and ways of gardening and 
enjoyer of the “grands”. She and her 
husband have been privileged to serve God 
as itinerate ministry planters and are co-
authors of The 11:45 Call, available at 
Westbow Press and Faithwriters’ E books.  
She can be contacted at 
the1145call@gmail.com  or PO Box 44, 
Eupora,  MS, 39744. 
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I Belong to the Lord 

Deepika Emmanuel Sagar 

 

Every footstep is made safe, 

Every weakness is made strong, 

Every worry is taken care of, 

As I belong to the Lord. 

 

He pours on me His wisdom, 

To strengthen the acts of my hands. 

He holds and makes me courageous, 

Assuring my burden is not just mine. 

 

I live my life thanking for all His creations, 

All locks He opens by His keys. 

No matter what hardships, no matter what 

temptations, 

My LORD always stands by me.  

 

Deepika Emmanuel Sagar lives in India and 

has completed a Doctorate in Botany. God 

has blessed him with the gift of writing for 

His glory.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:the1145call@gmail.com
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Saved and Not Forsaken 

Lancelot Tucker 

Are we saved by Jesus Christ or are we 

forsaken? The answer to this question can 

only lie in the kind of relationship we have 

with Christ. If we have never made Jesus 

Christ our Lord and Savior, then on the Day 

of Judgment we will be forsaken by God.  

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all 

our righteousness are as filthy rags; and we 

all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like 

the wind have taken us away (Is. 64:6 KJV).  

It does not matter how many kind deeds we 

have done in our lives or whether we give 

our body to be burn for our fellow man, we 

are still living a rebelliously sinful life away 

from God and so we are forsaken by Him. 

However, alas, fear not because there is a 

way to reconcile to God. This way is 

through the blood of His Son Jesus.  

It is only as we accept what Jesus did on 

the cross of Calvary for us and allow His 

blood to wash us clean that we can have 

fellowship with our heavenly Father. Jesus 

says, “I am the way, the truth and the life; 

no man cometh unto the Father but by Me” 

(Jn. 14:6 KJV). 

Since Adam and Eve our first father and 

mother sinned in the Garden of Eden, a 

separation took place. God, who is holy, 

could not tolerate sin in His presence. He 

says in His word, “But your iniquities have 

separated between you and your God, and 

your sins have hid His face from you, that 

He will not hear” (Is. 59:2 KJV). It is also 

written, “For all have sinned and come short 

of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23 KJV).      

If we have sin in our lives, God will hide His 

face from us. Thank God for Jesus who has 

broken down the middle wall of partition by 

His death on the cross. Today, as a result 

of Jesus’ death, we can go boldly into the 

presence of God.  

Do you remember Queen Esther in the 

Bible? She could not go before her king in 

filthy garments. In the Book of Esther it is 

reported that Queen Esther “Put on her 

royal apparel and stood in the inner court of 

the king’s house…” (Est. 5:1 KJV). Like 

Esther, we too must put on our royal 

apparel of Christ’s blood washed garment 

and enter into the inner court, which is the 

holy of holies to commune with our God. If 

we are not cleansed by the blood of Christ 

then there is no guarantee that God will 

hear us and hence our needs might never 

be met. What a privilege we have to be 

covered over by the blood of Jesus and 

enter into the holy of holies! 

For through Him we both have access by 

one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye 

are no more strangers and foreigners, but 

fellow citizens with the saints and of the 

household of God (Eph. 2:18-19 KJV).  

No! We are not forsaken as a result of our 

past sins. Instead, because of the shed 

blood of Christ we are now accepted by our 

heavenly Father in the beloved and become 

fellow citizens of heaven. What a joy it is to 

know we are accepted in the beloved.  

For those who have not made Christ their 

personal Lord and Savior, you are alienated 

from God. This means that if you die in your 

sins there is a burning hell waiting for you.   
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Sing Praise 
 

Felicia Jacobson 
 
“Therefore I will give thanks to 
You, O Lord, among the nations, and sing 
Praises to Your name.” (Psalm 18:49 
NKJV) 
 
I sing praises to Your name, O Lord. 
My head hurts and I feel sad, 
But, I sing praises to Your name. 
My back and hips are paining me  
But, I sing praises to Your name. 
My hands don’t want to move right, 
But, I sing praises to Your name. 
 
I give You thanks and sing praises to Your 
Name O Lord. 
Thank You for every breath I take, 
Thank You for my home, dear Lord, 
Thank You for a caring husband, 
Thank You for my little dogs who comfort 
me, 
I sing praises to Your name. 
 
My life moves slowly and my body 
Aches mostly, but thank You Lord  
For today. 
The sun is shining and it’s warm outside 
I sing praises to Your name. 
 
My life is Yours, dear Lord, to use as You 
will 
I sing praises to Your name. 
Thank You for Your death that gives me life 
I sing praises to Your name. 
No matter the pain, no matter the weather, 
all is  
For You, dear Lord, as I give You thanks 
and 
Sing praises to Your name. 

 

 

Book Reviews 

Born to Deliver 

By Katy Brace 

 

 
 

Editor’s Note: This is the second part of a 
two part review of “Born to Deliver.” 
 
If the echoing theme in the first half of Born 
to Deliver, was loneliness, the second half 
is indisputably adoption.  
 
Kathy Brace’ story opens with the agonizing 
birth of her first child when she is fifteen 
years old. Within hours, her son was 
stripped from her arms and given up for 
adoption. Her young heart had already 
been abused by neglect from her own 
family; suddenly even her own child was 
taken from her. The story continues through 
years of Kathy’s life, years filled with illicit 
relationships, abandonment, drinking, 
abortion and physical abuse.  
 
Kathy’s deepest longing was to have a 
happy family of her own, a place of innate 
belonging. At the age of twenty, she 
married Mike hoping that her dream would 
come true. When their daughter, Brandi 
was born, she dared to believe. In an effort 
to create the perfect image, the family 
began to go to church. Kathy even found 
herself teaching Sunday school. There, the 
love of God wrapped itself around her as 
she read the lessons to the children.  
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Kathy and Mike’s marriage continued to be 
rocky for several years. The church served 
as a bandaid for their relationship’s 
wounds. But their attendance was simply 
the right thing to do; Jesus had not yet won 
her heart.  
 
A revival came to their church in the fall. 
Out of curiosity, Kathy and her sister-in-law 
attended the morning sessions for women. 
She distinctly recalled the preacher 
teaching on 2 Corinthians 5:17.  
 
“Therefore if any man is in Christ he is a 
new creature: old things have passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.” 
 
“Why had no one told me this before?” 
Kathy wondered. Her own efforts to put the 
past behind her and create a new, happy 
family were failing. Could this Jesus really 
be the answer? “This mercy and grace from 
God that the preacher kept referring to, 
were they real?” (pg. 87) 
 
Kathy surrendered her life to Jesus that 
week. Immediately, He began working in 
her heart and life, removing old habits like 
fits of rage and smoking. Steadily, He filled 
her with hope. That hope carried her 
through the tragic circumstances yet to 
come.  
 
Over the next couple years, the Brace 
family learned that one of their daughters 
was hearing impaired, Kathy broke her hip 
during a water skiing accident and Mike 
gave up on their marriage. At the same 
time, their daughters were rebelling and her 
home was falling apart.  
 
“And yet the same thing that brought me 
the greatest pain and suffering - both 
physically and emotionally - I would also 
come to recognize as the greatest 

expression of God’s rich mercy and love for 
me.” (pg. 126) 
 
Born to Deliver, is a story of deliverance, 
new life, budding hope and adoption. After 
God adopted Kathy into His family, He daily 
gave her the grace and strength to press on 
through painful circumstances. He used the 
ruins of her old life as the foundation for her 
new life in Him.  
 
When Mike left, Kathy was still in a 
wheelchair recuperating from her accident. 
With limited mobility, she found herself 
frequently alone with her Bible. There she 
poured over God’s word for hours at a time, 
drinking it in. When she was back on her 
feet again, she knew exactly what God had 
created her to do.  
 
Kathy and her daughters opened a 
midwifery clinic in Wichita, KS. They began 
to travel all over the state assisting with 
deliveries and building up families. Many 
times, their fledgling business barely paid 
the bills. However, over and over God 
miraculously provided exactly the money 
and things they needed. 
 
There is a beautiful circle of life in Kathy 
Brace’s story. From a lonely little girl who 
gave her son up for adoption, God grew her 
into a woman of faith using her skills to 
bless families and bring new lives in the 
world. 
 
Abby Kelly 

 

 

 

The 11:45 Call 

By Joel F Blakely and Brenda Klutz 
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The 11:45 Call is an expository Bible study 
of the book of Jude. Appropriately titled, it 
highlights the urgency of the times. Co-
authors, Joel F. Blakely and Brenda Klutz 
Blakely, methodically excavate each verse, 
urging readers to apply Jude’s call to 
“contend for the faith”, to their own lives. 
With probing application questions at the 
end of each chapter, the Blakely’s help 
readers to intimately sense the significance 
of their own lives and the importance of 
their personal knowledge of the Word of 
God.  
 
The tiny book of Jude is often overlooked 
by even the most devoted students of the 
Bible. Positioned right before the least 
understood, most controversial book of the 
Bible, Revelation, and immediately after a 
trio of potent, little letters by the well-known 
author, John, the pages of Jude conceal a 
weighty treasure. Joel and Brenda Blakely’s 
expository method makes these difficult 
passages clear and applicable. 
 
Expository study is the method of using 
Scripture to explain Scripture. The Bible is 
the complete and inherent word of God. 
Therefore, it can be trusted to contain all 
the answers, all that we need for life and 
godliness (2 Peter 1:3). While expository 
study sounds intimidating, particularly to 
new Christians, The 11:45 Call, is an 
excellent resource for beginning students of 
The Word. 
 

The format is simple. Each chapter is 
dedicated to one verse in the short book of 
Jude. Opening each chapter, the verse in 
focus is provided in full text. Then the 
Blakely’s break it down phrase by phrase.   
 
The 11:45 Call, is thorough, so there is no 
need for numerous additional resources. 
Full definitions of Greek words are provided 
where needed and concise explanations 
are given for individual phrases. Each 
segment is supported by numerous cross 
references in full text. 
 
There is little room for critique or complaint 
when authors stick so closely to divine 
truth. The Blakely’s are faithful not to dilute 
the impact of God’s Word with opinion or 
speculation. Instead, this is explanation in 
its simplest form. 
 
While this book is sufficient for personal 
study, I think that it is much more suitable 
for group study. Alone, it is too easy to read 
the text and be scarcely affected because 
the explanations seem so obvious. 
However, used in a dynamic group setting, 
the simplicity of this book will spark 
rigorous, Christ-centered, life changing 
conversation. 
 
          -Abby Kelly 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



28 
 

Book Notes 
 
In “Book Notes” you are invited to list any 
recent publications you would like for our 
readers to know about. Please provide a 
description and photo cover copy if 
possible. Please send to 
editor@believerlife.com. 
 

Where’s Heidi? 
 

By Lisa Buske 
 

 
 

In 1994, my only sister was abducted while 
working alone at a local convenience store. 
The journey starts with an early morning 
phone call then details of the emotions, 
grief, and confusion felt in those first 
moments while transitioning through the 
days, months, and years that follow. A 
sibling's journey is different from that of a 
parent. Our role and feelings cannot 
compare yet they are just as important. 
Parents experience the greatest loss of 
their lives through the loss of their child and 
the emotional loss of the surviving children 
is just as traumatic. I lost more than my 
sister on April 3, 1994 I lost my faith. 
Thanks to the boldness and faith of a child, 
I have hope and a story to share. There is 
no one person or thing here on earth to 
replace Heidi or the friendship we had 
together yet after ten years of searching I 
realized there is Someone who can, God. 
“Mrs. Buske, you need Jesus.” He was 

right. My name is Lisa M. Buske and Heidi 
Allen is my sister. She remains missing but 
never forgotten. Our journeys after loss 
may vary yet the pain, grief, and need for 
hope are similar. This is my story of 
discovery, healing, and hope from the 
moment I learn of Heidi’s kidnapping until 
today. Life after loss is a rollercoaster ride 
of memories and emotions. Will you take 
this ride with me? (Nonfiction – Amazon, 
$15.95) 
 
 
 

Great Messages : 
Words of Encouragement for Life's 

Worst Messes 
 

By Margaret Morenike Doherty 
 

 
 
Out of my worst messes have come my 
best messages. There is always a 
wilderness experience before the promised 
land. It is always darkest before dawn. 
There cannot be testimonies without tests, 
nor can there be triumphs without 
trials...The good news is that there is 
always a great calm to every great storm in 
your lives. 
 
Join Margaret Morenike Doherty in her 
quest to spread the gospel to the uttermost 
ends of the earth. Great Messages: Words 

mailto:editor@believerlife.com
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of Encouragement for Life's Worst Messes 
takes readers on an exciting, uplifting, and 
thrilling experience with messages that 
were birthed from some of life's most 
difficult situations. 
 
Doherty's skillful combination of Scripture 
and real-life experience helps readers 
realign their perspective, reminding them 
that even when things seem hopeless, 
there is still reason to have faith, 'For 
nothing is impossible with God' (Luke 1:37). 
This inspirational devotional is sure to water 
every spirit and minister to every soul that 
has a holy hunger and thirst after God's 
word. (Nonfiction -  $12.99, Tate Publishing, 
http://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/bo
ok.php?w=978-1-60799-650-7)  
 
 
 

 
Against the Tide: 

The Valor of Margaret Wilson 
 

By Hope Irvin Marston 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

           
 
Obligated to the Crown, Devoted to her 
family, Drawn to her sweetheart, She must 
prove where her greatest loyalty lies. 
  
Margaret Wilson was a Scottish girl who 
lived from 1667 to 1685. This historical 
novel is based upon her life and is one of 

the “Chosen Daughters” series. P&R 
Publishing, 2007. 
  
In late seventeenth century Scotland 
godless King Charles II turns his back on 
the Scottish Presbyterians and demands 
that everyone accept him as the head of the 
Church of Scotland. Those who refuse to 
do so are called the Covenanters. These 
include the Wilson family from Glenvernoch 
in Galloway. Charles sends his dragoons to 
enforce his demands during “the killing  
 
 
 
times.”  The Covenanters are divided. 
Some encourage militant action against the 
King, while others, like Mr. Wilson, abhor 
violence and seek a peaceful solution. 
Though his sympathies lie with the 
Covenanters, he and his family attend the 
local kirk now headed by the King’s minister 
to protect his family and his property. His 
older sons fight against this oppression and 
have to flee to Ireland to save their lives. 
  
Margaret is conflicted along with many 
Covenanters as they must decide when to 
submit to the King and when they “must 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  In 
time she can no longer in good conscience 
attend the local kirk with her family. Though 
devoted to her family and her sweetheart, 
her first allegiance is to the Lord and her 
faith sustains her through horrible 
imprisonment and then death by drowning 
for refusing to acknowledge the King as 
Head of the Church.  
  
The major incidents of the story are true, 
and all the major characters were real 
people. A few portions of the story are 
fictionalized to enhance the plot while 
reflecting life in the seventeenth century. 

http://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/book.php?w=978-1-60799-650-7
http://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/book.php?w=978-1-60799-650-7
http://www.prpbooks.com/
http://www.prpbooks.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Against-Tide-Valor-Margaret-Wilson/dp/1596380616
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(Historical fiction -  Amazon, Grace and 
Truth Books, Crown and Covent and P&R 
Publishing.  $12.00) 
 
 
 
 

From Darkness to Light: 
A Journey of a Lifetime 

 
By Doug Leaf 

 

 
 

This book is about my life. The only 
redemption I got was when God took me 
into His arms and set me upon a solid 
foundation. To say that God cannot help me 
because I am too messed up and bad is not 
true. If God could reach down and pull me 
out of the slime pit I spent time living in, He 
can do the same for you. There is no 
mountain high enough or no valley low 
enough that the arm of the Lord cannot 
reach. This book is about walking on a path 
of destructive choices, all the while not 
realizing in the midst of rebellion and 
selfishness there was a merciful God 
standing by and waiting for me to call out to 
Him. I can say I am saved and on my way 
to heaven, and that is true. The ultimate 
aim is to inspire and encourage folks who 
are finding it difficult to believe that their 
lives can change. If one person is helped by 
my story, then I have succeeded in what I 
set out to do. 
 

(Nonfiction, ebook and paperback, $3.99 & 
&13.95 Amazon, B&N) 
 
 
 
 

Living the Amish Way: Seven 
Essential Amish Values to Enrich 

Your Life 
 

By Ramsey Coutta 
 

 
 
There is something about the Amish way of 
life that compelling causes us to want to 
know more about these “plain people.” 
Their emphasis on family and God, 
simplicity in living, and their humility among 
others often make us wish we had more of 
these blessings in our life as well. Most of 
us will not become Amish, but it is possible 
to learn from the Amish and incorporate 
their values into our modern life. In Living 
the Amish Way the author describes seven 
essential values of the Amish and how they 
express these through their daily living. The 
author also describes how you too can live 
these values out in your daily life and enjoy 
the sense of peace and contentment that 
the Amish experience.  
 
 
(Nonfiction,  $2.99 - Amazon, B&N) 
 

 
 
 



31 
 

 

Joined Together in Love: Forty-Five 
Practical Principles to Make Your 

Marriage Work 
 

By Ramsey Coutta 
 

 
 
A happy and successful marriage is made 
up of many small actions and attitudes that 
nourish the relationship. These actions and 
attitudes can often be described as 
principles that are beneficial to the couple. 
In Joined Together in Love: Forty-five 
Practical Principles to Make Your Marriage 
Work” the author describes these principles 
in concise, easily readable form. This short 
book contains no fluff, but goes straight to 
the heart of the matter with each principle. 
It’s written in such a way that you can easily 
reference specific marriage principles that 
are most helpful to you. Marriage principles 
emphasizing such important issues as 
commitment, handling disagreements, 
improving communication, talking like 
friends, sexual relations, making it through 
rough times and many others are included. 
Those who want to improve their marriage 
relationship or are just about to get married 
will find the principles in Joined Together in 
Love insightful and memorable. (Nonfiction, 
eBook only $2.99 - Amazon and B&N) 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Trail 
 

By Ramsey Coutta 
 

 
 
Ray Shattles lived a blessed life, never 
experiencing the harsh realities of evil, until 
tragedy suddenly strikes. During a storm 
tossed night on a rural road, an unexpected 
accident leads to the inexplicable loss of his 
wife and unborn child. Ray seeks to 
uncover the mystery of their loss while 
struggling with a sinister spiritual darkness 
that threatens to compromise his very soul. 
 
At his lowest point, Ray encounters an 
enigmatic man who offers to reveal to him 
the true nature of evil, including that 
residing within him. Upon agreeing to 
accompany the stranger along a wooded 
trail, Ray finds himself on an epic journey in 
which he comes face-to-face with some of 
the most heart shuddering encounters with 
evil imaginable. Through this journey, Ray 
comes to recognize the insidious nature of 
evil in the world and its role in the loss of 
his beloved wife and unborn child. The 
more he learns about the true nature of evil, 
the closer he comes to understanding 
God's immense love and finally unraveling 
the mysterious loss of his loved ones. 
(Fiction, Paperback $11.95 and eBook 
$7.65, Amazon, B&N and others)  
 

 


