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Theme for October’s Edition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greater than the Evil 

One 
 

(1 John 4:4) 

 

 
He who is in you is greater than He who is in the 

world. 
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A Song for Anna 
 

Arlene Lila 
 
“I’m so old and ugly, even God can’t love 
me.” whined one-hundred-year-old Anna to  
her daughter, Millie, who cared for her. 
Anna was sharp and alert, but she had 
physical issues that kept her in bed most of 
the time. She was also very lonely, so her 
daughter asked me to visit her. I often rode 
my bicycle to their home because Anna, 
being elderly, needed a friend who could 
come to her bedside. 
 
Since Anna’s eyesight was poor, she 
responded when she heard my voice. She 
reached out her hand from the rails on her 
bed and tried to grasp my hand. The hand 
was thin and gnarled with dark blue veins 
close to her skin. Yet she held tightly, as if 
she didn’t want me to go away. 
 
What can I say to Anna? I wondered. I’m 
usually a shy person and felt inadequate to  
help her. Then a thought crossed my mind.: 
I can sing to her! A song popped into my 
thoughts. What if I can’t remember all the 
words? Yet an inner prodding kept saying,  
“Sing.” I did know the chorus, so I started to 
sing: “You will always be a child in My 
eyes…….” 
 
I closed my eyes and a miracle happened. I 
remembered all the words to all the  
stanzas! When I opened my eyes, I noticed 
that Anna’s face was wet with tears.  
After that day Anna kept asking me to come 
to her house to sing and pray.  
 
I answered her request. Anna’s daughter 
asked me to write down the words so she 
could read them to her mom. An idea came 
to me. I know, I can give her my tape! Anna 
had a tape recorder, so it worked out fine. 

She listened to the song often and was 
content. 
 
Anna passed away two months later. On 
the day of her funeral there was a gravesite 
service. One of the grandchildren present 
brought out her tape recorder and played 
thesong that brought her grandma so much 
comfort. Many tears fell around the circle of 
friends that morning. 
 
What if I hadn’t sung to my elderly friend 
because I felt too shy? What if I had not 
listened to the inner prodding voice? Anna 
would not have had the solace of the words 
of that song during the last few months of 
her life. 
 
God’s still small voice is ever present in our 
midst. If we are quiet and listen, we may 
be able to minister to others more than we 
realize. 
 
 

Welcome to the Hot Seat 
 

Abigail Kelly 
 
Christian, let me put you on the hot-seat. 
Don’t worry, I’ll sit there with you. We can 
warm our buns together and talk about 
sensitive subjects. 
 
It seems these days you can’t turn around 
with hearing someone decrying the shame 
of homosexuality, the evil of abortion, the 
wickedness of corrupt and dishonest 
politicians. From nearly every pulpit and 
Christian media outlet, we hear of pending 
doom, the unbearable wrath of God 
looming over society’s collective shoulder 
as it marches into hell.  
 
Seriously, where do we get that?? 
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Despite our pious followup of “grace” to this 
vehement condemnation, we hardly live out 
what Christ, the embodiment of LOVE 
actually exemplified. Think with me.  
 
We’ve heard it and likely said, “Hate the sin 
and love the sinner.” Is that anywhere in 
Scripture? NO! In fact, the closest we can 
get is re-wording Ephesians 6:12, which 
says, “For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms.”  
 
What we wish it said, what we often act like 
it says, is, For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood sinners, but against all the 
evil things they’re doing. 
 
Or take, John 3:16, which says, “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only 
Son that whosoever believes in Him may 
not perish but have eternal life.” 
 
What we seem to think this verse says, For 
God so loved those who believe in Him that 
He gave them eternal life.  
 
We act as if Jesus never met a homosexual 
or prostitute (think of the woman at the 
well). We seem to believe He didn’t know 
any corrupt politicians or evil government 
officials (think Roman soldier and Pilate and 
Herod). And maybe Jesus didn’t ever 
actually see a thief or a murderer (who 
hung on the cross next to Him?). 
 
I challenge us who grew up in the protective 
boundary of the church, and who have the 
privilege and honor of reading the Bible 
whenever we desire and knowing Christ, 
God’s Word, personally - I challenge us to 
name one time when Jesus rebuked an 
obviously evil person.  
 

The people Jesus spoke against most often 
in Scripture were those who not only 
thought they were good people, but from all 
outside standards, really were keeping the 
“whole law”. Except, to love their neighbor - 
the Samaritan, the tax collectors, the 
prostitutes, the sinners. Christian - who do 
we most look like today? 
 
Do we keep the whole law, behaving well 
and even performing outreach and being 
faithful to our spouses and being activists in 
our communities - but then, hold our 
neighbor at arm’s distance, telling them first 
of their sin and finally of the God who loves 
THE WORLD? 
 
Another couple verses that often pop up in 
this delicate conversation are John 16:7-11, 
“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to 
your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And 
when he comes, he will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: concerning sin, because they do 
not believe in me; concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, 
and you will see me no longer; concerning 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is 
judged.” 
 
Usually, I think, we read this as if the Holy 
Spirit is standing indignantly within us, 
slapping our wrists when we miss behave 
and giving us the authority to point out sin 
in the world. But I don’t think that’s what it 
means. Follow along to the next verse... 
 
“...concerning sin, because they do not 
believe in me;” 
What is the sin that the Holy Spirit convicts 
of? It is the sin of unbelief. No other sin is 
unpardonable. Lay it along side that other 
verse we struggle over and worry about: 
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Luke 12:10 
“And everyone who speaks a word against 
the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one 
who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will 
not be forgiven.” 
 
Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is to 
deny what He says, namely that we must 
believe. What if we quit beginning our 
conversations with rebuke, and changed 
our public arguments to stop railing against 
the evils of society and simply pleaded with 
everyone to know the God who loves them 
and believe in Him? 
 
“...concerning righteousness, because I go 
to the Father;” because Jesus became sin 
for us that we might become the 
righteousness of God. All righteousness 
anyone could ever need to perform has 
been taken care of, all that’s left is belief.  
 
“...concerning judgement; because the ruler 
of this world is judged.” IT IS FINISHED. 
There remains no means by which to 
condemn anyone, except unbelief. So 
perhaps we’re wasting our breath by 
tackling all the blatant sins in the world. The 
only good thing that remains to be done is 
to believe in the fully sufficient 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
 
And after all, “It’s His kindness that leads us 
to repentance.” All of our indignance and 
law quoting is for naught. Jesus never 
quoted the law to an unbeliever. He merely 
and only loved them, and that drew them to 
Him, that they might believe and have 
eternal life.  
 
It is essential to develop a relationship with 
an unbeliever, based on Christ-like love, 
before we try to convince them to change 
their lifestyle. Only after a person believes 
in Jesus, can they walk by the Spirit and be 
empowered to resist sin.  

 
“So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your 
lives. Then you won't be doing what your 
sinful nature craves.” Galatians 5:16 
 
 

Afternoon Ballet 
 

Felicia Jacobson 
 

It started out gracefully with a pretty 
Backdrop of a bright azure sky with 
Billowy white clouds floating around, 

Then the Tiger swallowtails floated by on 
Gossamer wings. A dragonfly zipped by 

Glittering brightly in the brilliant sunshine. 
Mourning Doves began cooing and were 

Soon joined by buzzing bees and humming 
cicadas 

They gave such a beautiful charm to the 
afternoon Delight. 

Then the main performers zoomed onto the 
stage. 

In perfect harmony one, two, NO . . . three 
hummingbirds 

Danced with such beauty and precision. 
Up, down, 

Back and forth, then stopped! Just for a 
second they hung 

Midair, then were off again, dancing across 
the sky, 

First up high, then down low, in the open 
and through 

The tree they dance. Then each seemed to 
take a 

Bow before zipping away, leaving just the 
orchestra of bird and bee song in their 

wake. 
Thank you Dear Father for a delightful 

performance 
On a perfect summer afternoon. 
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Be Not Dismayed 

Margaret Doherty  

2 Corinthians 4:8-18 We are troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed; we are 
perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, 
but not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed; Always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our body.  
 
For which cause we faint not; but though 
our outward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day. For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory; While we look not at 
the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal.  
 
In the above passage Paul was talking 
about how troubled he was on EVERY side 
and yet not distressed. He was perplexed 
but not in despair. He was persecuted but 
not forsaken; cast down but not destroyed. 
He went on further to let us know that our 
afflictions are preparing us for something 
great and that we shouldn't be discouraged 
by the things we see. We should always 
walk by faith and not by sight. If God has 
promised you something (through his word 
or prophecies), there is no need for you to 
be moved by what you actually see. 
 
Even Jesus (the son of God) was forsaken, 
crucified, ridiculed, mocked, rejected, etc. 
But where is he now? He is seated at the 
right hand of God making intercession for 
us. In fact, he's been given a name that is 
above every other name! When Job went 
through the storms (only because God 
allowed it), even his friends turned on him 
and called him a sinner. The bible says 

MANY are the afflictions of the 
RIGHTEOUS but the Lord delivers him out 
of them all (Psalm 34:19). 
 
Be not dismayed at what the enemy may be 
doing in your life. It is written that "for this 
purpose the son of God was manifest, that 
he may destroy the works of the devil" (1 
John 3:8). Every works of the devil 
concerning you is destroyed in Jesus' 
name!!! Be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of his might. Put on the whole armor 
of God. Be not dismayed at the multitude of 
problems, situations, circumstances you are 
experiencing. The God that fought for 
Jehoshaphat will set ambushments against 
your enemies and discomfit them! Be not 
dismayed at the chariots and horses that 
are pursuing you; they will be drowned and 
cast into dead sleep (Psalm 76:6).  
 
Friends, exaltation, promotion, and a lifting 
up is coming your way very soon. As it is 
written in Isaiah 54, sing o barren. Break 
forth into singing! I am confident that God 
will beautify your life with good things as it 
is written in Isaiah 54:11-12. God will never 
forsake the work of his hands; He will 
perfect "ALL" that concerns you (Psalm 
138:8). ou will not regret serving God! The 
bible says in Joel 2 that God's people shall 
NOT be ashamed; they shall NOT be a 
reproach. Brethren, delay is NOT denial !!! 
You will be celebrated in Jesus' name. You 
do NOT serve a dead God and soon and 
very soon, ALL flesh will know that indeed 
you serve a living God who never sleeps 
nor slumbers. 
 
Be blessed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.booksbymargaretdoherty.com/SingOBarren.htm#JEHO
http://www.booksbymargaretdoherty.com/SingOBarren.htm
http://www.booksbymargaretdoherty.com/Delay_Not_Denial.htm


7 
 

Be of Good Cheer 

Dr. Michael Cochran 

Before Jesus left the face of the earth, He 
made a strong statement to His disciples. 
He said. “These things I have spoken unto 
you, that in me ye might have peace. In this 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer: I have overcome the world” - 
(John 16: 31-33). 
 
The phrase “be of good cheer” is the Greek 
“tharseo” which means to exercise courage 
(which is the attitude of facing and dealing 
with difficult and painful circumstances 
instead of withdrawing from them), to be 
bold (which means to take risks, face 
danger, to become daring and fearless) and 
to be confident (trusting in the Lord's ability 
to see you through difficult times). 
 
Jesus wasn't merely telling us to cheer up, 
put a smile on our face, and hope for the 
best. He was telling us to take an active 
and courageous position of faith instead of 
passively acquiescing to the problems that 
surround us. 
 
This means that Jesus is aware of the 
conflicts that we face on the earth. God is 
not ignorant of the warfare that we will 
encounter. In fact, He refers to the devil as 
our adversary in 1 Peter 5:8 - “because 
your adversary the devil as a roaring lion 
emphasizes that there is a real spiritual 
warfare going on in the life of a believer. 
Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places”. 
 
While we cannot avoid all pain and 
suffering in this life, Jesus, nonetheless 
assures us that He will guide us safely 
through any difficulty or trial we may have 

to undergo for His sake. Jesus calls each of 
us to take courage, because He has 
overcome the world. The Holy Spirit gives 
us a living hope in the power of the 
resurrection and a confident trust in God's 
abiding presence. Nothing can overcome 
this faith and hope in Christ's victory – no 
trial, suffering, temptation, or testing. The 
Holy Spirit gives us the strength and 
courage we need to overcome adversity 
and to persevere in faith. 
 
We cannot overcome without the Holy 
Spirit. The question is what is the Spirit 
saying? What is the witness of the Spirit? 
What is the word of the Spirit that is 
essential for us to overcome in life? The 
answer is so simple and it is found in 
Romans 8:16. “The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God”. Yes, that's how simple it 
is. It is the revelation that we are the 
children of God. 
 
As a child of God, you have His nature, you 
have His life. If you are conscious of this 
and walking in this light, there is no way you 
would lose any of life's battles. We are to 
identify or connect with Him if we are going 
to overcome. We are joint heirs together 
with Him so that all that belongs to Him 
belongs to us. Overcoming is part of our 
inheritance as children of God. 
 
“No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall 
arise against thee in judgment thou shalt 
condemn. This is the heritage of the 
servants of the Lord, and their 
righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.” 
(Isaiah 54:17). 
 
“To execute upon them (the princes of 
darkness) the judgment written: this honour 
have all the saints. Praise ye thee Lord” 
(Psalm 149:9). 
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Jesus said in John 16:33 “These things I 
have spoken unto you, that in me ye may 
have peace”. He wants us to find peace in 
Him. You cannot overcome if you are 
overwhelmed. To overcome you must 
receive God's peace. A revelation of the 
peace of God will put one in a position not 
to be disturbed by the circumstances of life, 
hence enabling the individual to 
consistently overcome without fretting. It 
takes a man of peace to win the battles of 
life. 
 
Every single one of us will have to engage 
with a certain amount of storm clouds in this 
life before we can finally depart to be with 
our Lord and Savior for the rest of all 
eternity. 
 
And until that day comes, put on the whole 
armor of God and take on your trials and 
tribulations as a good and mighty soldier of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
If you are willing to take the storm clouds of 
this life head on like David did with Goliath, 
you have no idea how many other people 
you may be able to save, touch, heal, and 
deliver in this life – as well as increase your 
own personal faith levels in the Lord and 
improve yourself as a true man and true 
woman of God. 
 
The rewards will eventually be enormous 
for those who will not be afraid to step out 
onto the battlefield of life from time to time 
to take on the real Goliaths of this world.  
Many Blessings!! 
 
 

 

 

 

Bowels of Mercies 

Ramona Cook 

Isaiah 10:4..."but His hand is outstretched 
still." 
Matthew 12:7 tells of Jesus' answer to the 
Pharisees when they were accusing Him 
and His Disciples of breaking the Sabbath 
as they plucked ears of corn to eat because 
they were hungry; He said to them, "If you 
only understood what this means, I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice, you would not 
have condemned the guiltless." 
 
The Pharisee, the religious zealot, is a facet 
of all our personalities.  It afflicts everyone 
of us because we are all right in our own 
eyes, and we want to be a "god" unto 
ourselves.  We love a list of rules to follow 
and upon keeping the list we gain a sense 
of righteousness of which we approve.  The 
list is not the problem; it is the internal 
attitude that keeping the list too often 
produces in us. 
 
Many people do not allow a God to exist. 
They have made of themselves a god, a 
god which they can control.  Of those who 
do permit God to exist, they often restrict 
Him to only certain facets of emotions and 
generally anger is not one of those 
emotions.  They say "I don't like an angry 
God!" 
 
Thankful are we that God controls His 
anger for the gross sins of Earth's people.  
If He did not then He would wipe us out and 
start over.  He did that once in  Noah's Day.  
The Scriptures say that, "God is angry with 
the wicked every day." 
 
Isaiah penned a description of woes to 
those who decree unrighteous decrees and 
make degrees according to their choices 
without regard for God's requirements.  The 
text in Isaiah 10 states that they have 
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prescribed to "Turn aside the needy from 
judgment (justice) and to take away the 
right of the poor of My people, and that 
widows may be their prey, and that they rob 
the fatherless!" 
 
God then asks this question as if to say, 
"Think about this": "And what will you do in 
the day of visitation (when I come down to 
judge), and in the desolation which will 
come from far away?  To whom will you run 
for help?  Where will you leave your glory?  
"Without Me," says God, "they shall bow 
down under the prisoners and shall fall 
under the slain." 
 
The next verse offers a beautiful simile: 
"For all this (sin) His anger is not turned 
away, BUT His hand is outstretched still." 
 
From the very pit of sin and disobedience, 
when God's anger is strong against the sin 
we engage, His hand is stretched out to us 
still.  God's very nature is to love us and to 
forgive us, but He will not force us to love 
Him.  Forced obedience is not from a heart 
of love at all, and God desires us to love 
Him with all our hearts. 
 
However, we must not mistake His love for 
us as a license for sinful indulgences 
because He makes it clear throughout 
Scripture that He does indeed judge sins 
and there are no exceptions.  In all this God 
is merciful and He prefers mercy over 
sacrifice. 
 
Paul tells Believers in Colossians 3:12 to 
"Put on bowels of mercies."  Bowels of 
mercies is a strange instruction. 
 
Recently I saw the daily picture posted by 
Bing of the deep caverns of the earth, often 
called the "bowels of the earth."  I had 
recently watched a colonoscopy   being 
performed and thought how much the 

bowels of the earth resemble the bowels of 
a human being.  In both there seems to be 
endless deep cavernous spaces for 
storage.  No doubt Paul was referring to our 
ability to open up deep caverns of mercies 
within our hearts toward each other in all 
kindness, humility of mind, meekness, long 
suffering, forbearance for one another, and 
forgiving one another, because it is the 
same kind of mercy that God extends to us 
and gives to us. 
 
"For all of our sins His anger is not turned 
away, BUT His hand is outstretched still," 
inviting us to take hold of His hand and to 
be pulled out of and away from that which 
will defile and destroy us, and then to be 
pulled into His arms of love and protection. 
 

 

Christianity is Changing: A 

Commentary 

Toni Star 

Christianity is changing; however, even 
though this is nothing new it is disturbing 
how Christianity is changing. Church 
attendance is dropping—not just in the U.S. 
but also in many countries overseas.  
However, there is a rise in Christianity in 
many other parts of the world. In addition, 
some are looking at the Bible differently. 
Some are questioning the Old Testament 
and are trying to interpret its meaning by 
themselves.  
 
It is important to note that many teachings 
of Christianity that have been solid for 
centuries are now being questioned such 
as the place of women in church, Jesus as 
the only way to God and changing views on 
homosexuality. Most importantly, many are 
no longer following the normal and 
established Christian way of living such as 
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being married before having sex or 
teaching their children about God and 
Jesus and why they are so important in a 
Christian’s life. Instead, many are now 
accepting premarital sex, finding out about 
sexual abuse within the church and 
discarding it as something that “happens 
now and then” and being more tolerant of 
other beliefs.  
 
Keep in mind, too, that other types of faith 
are being more and more accepted such as 
alternative worship or an emerging church 
type of faith.  
 
So, how are we as Christians react to react 
when we see our faith being watered down 
in our churches, on TV or in the movies? 
Do we look the other way and say, “Well, 
that’s O.K. as long as it doesn’t affect me or 
my family.” Or, do we say, “No, I don’t 
agree with this and I will either go to 
another church or continue stay with my 
church but follow beliefs that are set by 
God? 
 
The decision, of course, is up to each 
person. From reading the Bible and 
praying, most Christians know and 
understand the importance of believing and 
following God and Jesus. I think, too, that if 
or when we see situations that we can 
safely take a stand, then I think we should. 
Of course, this is up to the individual and of 
course, like Jesus we can certainly show 
our displeasure with how Christianity is 
presented by switching to another TV 
station, not watching a movie that degrades 
Christianity or staying away from individuals 
or groups of people who are leading 
ungodly lives.   
 
Most importantly, as Christian writers we 
can proclaim the word of God and give 
factual information on the goodness of 

Christ and the importance of staying close 
to Him. 
Perhaps one very good reason for following 
Christ and His Father, God comes from the 
following statement that was written in 
Revelations: 
 
“Revelation 3:15 I know your deeds, that 
you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you 
were either one or the other! 

 
Revelation 3:17 You say, 'I am rich; I have 
acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' 
But you do not realize that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” 
 
To conclude, Christian faith and how we 
proclaim and live it is up to you and me. We 
can either set the standard of Christianity or 
we can follow a path that will lead us into 
darkness. 
Toni Star 
 

Finding Peace with God 

Donna J. Howard 

 

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do 
not be afraid." John 14:27, NIV. 
 
Concern creased the doctor's face, and he 
spoke gently. Taking my hand in his, he 
said, "I'm sorry to have to tell you this, Mrs. 
Howard, but you have cancer." For a 
moment, I was stunned. The questions 
raced through my mind. Would I suffer with 
pain? Would I lose my hair? And the big 
one -- would I die? Fear snapped at me like 
a vicious dog snaps at a mailman's heels. 
 
Later, at home, I sat quietly with my Bible in 
my lap and asked the Lord to give me 
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peace about the diagnosis. He led me to 
the verse above, and then to 2 Timothy 1:7, 
KJV. "For God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind." Through those verses God 
assured me that my fears were not coming 
from Him, but from Satan. My fears melted 
away and God filled me with peace.  
 
A few days later He reminded me that "He 
which hath begun a good work in you (me) 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." 
Philippians 1:6 KJV. That clinched it for me. 
I knew God had a plan for my life and He 
would carry it through to fulfillment.  
 
By God's grace, I have been free, not only 
from cancer, but from fear, for over fifteen 
years. 
 
Thank You, Father, for Your love and for 
Your precious Word which fill me with Your 
peace. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

An Easter to Remember 

Donna Edgar 

Allow me to tell of a situation which 
occurred several years ago. It was Easter 
and a very immature Christian lady went 
shopping for the finest outfit she could 
afford. The stylish light aqua skirt and jacket 
cost about half a weeks' wages as well as 
the crisp white silk blouse. She bought 
shoes and a purse and had them dyed to 
match the expensive outfit, a corsage was 
made up when she carried her fashion 
collection into a florists shop to make 
certain that the flowers and ribbon were 
perfect. She got her hair done up, her nails 
manicured and was anticipating how many 
compliments she would be getting. Upon 
arriving at one of the biggest churches in 
town that Easter Sunday she was dismayed 

to be told it was her turn to be in the 
nursery,...with babies and sticky-fingered 
toddlers. Well, the nursery was right behind 
the auditorium and had a huge glass 
window from which the assembly could be 
seen and the service heard. The woman, 
seething from being stuck in the nursery, 
picked up a crying baby and went to stand 
in front of the huge window, still hoping to 
be seen. Over to her right, in the last row, 
was the most rag-tag couple she had ever 
seen. The man and woman had the 
tasteless manners to dare show up in God's 
house wearing dirty tattered jeans, sandals 
with faded T-shirts,...and it was EASTER!! 
The finely dressed Christian women, 
looking down her nose at those unkempt, 
filthy beggars thought to herself "Well, Just 
who do they think they are?!" The thought 
no sooner left her mind when she heard a 
soft whisper in her heart saying; "Who do 
you think you are?" As soft as the whisper 
was it may as well had been a fog horn 
blaring into her ear. She immediately felt 
the conviction of shame and remorse. "Oh, 
my Lord" was all she could mutter. As soon 
as she was released from the nursery duty, 
she rushed out to find those dirty 
worshipers. They were gone. Vanished! 
That was the first time the Holy Spirit spoke 
to her heart since she accepted Christ a 
short while back. It was revealed to her that 
Jesus Christ came, died and rose again for 
ALL mankind. God looks at the heart, man 
looks at the outer appearance. That 
encounter changed her way of thinking and 
acting right down to her core. Praise God!! 
That woman was me. 
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Limits Bring Security 
 

Donna J. Howard 
 
I had just started down to the laundry room 
when the phone rang. 
 
“Donna, this is Norma.” Norma was a 
member of our church. Before I could 
respond, she raced on. “I know you are 
between foster children right now and I 
wondered if you would be willing to take a 
family of five.’" 
 
“Five! Oh, Norma. We have taken only 
newborn infants up until now, and then only 
one at a time.” 
“I know,” she said. “I also know you have 
three children of your own, but this is an 
emergency. The father shot at his wife this 
morning, missing her head by inches. He 
was taken to jail, the mother is hysterical 
and the children are terrified. They’ve been 
divided among three case workers, with 
whom they will spend the night. From there 
. . . who knows? Will you pray about it?” 
 
“Oh, those poor kids. Yes, Norma, I’ll talk to 
(my husband) about it when he comes 
home and we will definitely pray bout it.” 
 
We did pray about it, including several 
times during the night when we found 
ourselves unable to sleep. Concern for our 
own three children weighed heavily on our 
minds. How would it affect them? Then the 
Lord gave us a verse of Scripture. 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” (Matthew 25:40, KJV).  
 
After a phone call the next morning, the 
children, ages four, five, seven, eight and 
10 arrived at noon. Their bodies were 
clean, thanks to the case workers, but their 
clothes were dirty with holes in the knees, 

and ill-fitting. They were frightened to find 
themselves in a strange place with a 
strange lady. During the afternoon, they 
took out their frustrations on each other with 
constant squabbling. 
I did my best to make them feel welcome 
and less afraid. I held them and hugged 
them and read to them. By the time my 
husband returned from work, and our own 
three children, ages eight, ten and twelve, 
arrive home from school, they were clinging 
to me. They could not seem to get enough 
attention and affection. 
 
We all played with them and read to them 
until bedtime. When we helped them into 
the tattered pajamas they had brought 
along, we were totally unprepared for what 
we found. The three younger children were 
covered with ugly bruises half-way up their 
backs and down their legs. We felt sick at 
the sight.  
Questioning revealed that they had been 
spanked with a 2x4 piece of wood for 
misbehavior. The eight year old had been 
locked in a dark closet for hours, and would 
sometimes scream "let me out of here, let 
me out of here, even though he was in our 
living room with the rest of the family. 
 
As the days went by, it became apparent 
that all five children were emotionally upset. 
Especially the eight year old. His brothers 
and sister enraged him and he made it no 
secret that he hated them all. As a result, 
they banded together against him. 
 
We had no professional training in handling 
emotionally disturbed children. We felt that 
we could help the other four children simply 
by loving them, but we were totally at a loss 
as to how to handle the eight year old. He 
threw tantrums at least twice a day, during 
which he threw things and was totally out of 
touch with reality. We could not even 
communicate with him during those times. 
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After three weeks, professional help was 
arranged for him and he left our home. 
 
By this time it was apparent that, although 
the children had been beaten when they did 
wrong, they had not been taught what was 
right. They had not been taught what was 
expected of them. They had not been 
taught to share and they were totally 
possessive with everything. If anyone tried 
to take something away from them the four 
and five-year old boys would scream at 
high-pitched fervor. The five year old often 
found it difficult to stop his screaming, even 
when the crises was over. 
 
Whenever possible, we tried to solve 
problems by averting their attention to 
something else. We explained that they 
must share and if they could not then they 
would both have to pay the price of being 
deprived of the treasured item. They soon 
discovered that screaming did not work at 
our house. 
At times, it was necessary to discipline 
them. Before we resorted to such 
measures, however, we warned them first, 
and then began to count. If they had not 
done, or stopped doing, that which was 
requested of them by the time we reached 
the count of three, they were sent to their 
room, or more likely, made to sit in a corner 
alone for a specified amount of time. Many 
times they tested us to see if we would 
carry through with our discipline. We always 
did. We were careful to explain that we 
loved them, but we could not allow certain 
behavior or disobedience. 
 
After only a few weeks, we noticed amazing 
changes. The screaming had stopped 
completely. They were willing to share 
rather than be deprived of an item, and they 
were even able to play quietly together, at 
least part of the time. Only rarely did the 
count get to three before they obeyed. 

 
We had set limits for them and they had 
learned what those limits were. They still 
tested us occasionally to see if the limits 
were still in place and if we would enforce 
them. When they were satisfied that they 
were, and we would, they became happy, 
relaxed children. They trusted us to keep 
them within the bounds of proper behavior. 
The three older children soon had dry beds 
in the morning and the four year old was 
making progress in that area. 
 
It had been automatic for us to set and 
enforce limits for our own three children at 
various stages of their growth, perhaps 
because we had been brought up that way. 
But we had not realized just how important 
it was to them, how secure it made them 
feel, until we had children who had never 
experienced that security. 
 
After eleven and a half months, the four 
children were returned to their mother, and 
our home became more normal again. 
Praise be to God, due to nearly continuous 
prayer and an extra amount of love given to 
them during that time, our own children 
were unaffected by it all. And glory to God, 
all of the foster children had accepted 
Jesus as their Savior by the time they left 
our home. My husband and I readily admit 
that we would not have survived without the 
Lord to lean on, and His Word to guide us.  
“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and 
my deliverer; My God, my strength, in 
whom I will trust.” Psalm 18:1, NKJV 
 
(This is a true story. I happened many 
years ago, but I think it may be still relevant 
to parents today.) 
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A Matter of Heart & Soul 

 
C D Swanson 

 
 
 

7:00 a.m Breakfast- two scrambled eggs 
toast and black coffee 
 
8:00 a.m.  Shower and dress 
 
9:00 a.m.   A feeling of glee and lightness 
passes over me 
 
10:00 a.m. Internal warmth spreads 
throughout my entire being 
 
11:00 a.m.  Seated in the car with my 
husband 
 
11:30 a.m.  We arrive at our destiny 
 
12:00 p.m.  An indescribable feeling begins 
to consume my very consciousness. An 
overwhelming peace encroaches on my 
heart and soul. Music begins-and the placid 
feelings from within are accentuated 
 
12:15 p.m.  Tears begin to flow and 
cascade down my face. I am filled to 
capacity overflowing with unconditional love 
This feeling is unlike anything I have ever 
felt in my entire life. This feeling transcends 
all else and is beyond comprehension 
 
12:30 p.m.  My husband and I rapidly stand 
up and move to take our place. My husband 
smiles and hugs me. I am weightless filled 
with ecstasy. The anticipation and the 
excitement is not one I can or will opt to 
contain  
 
12:35 p.m.  A young girl behind us asks 
“Can I go first?” My husband and I agree 
that it is okay 
            

12:45 p.m.  My husband walks down the 
steps first. He then turns around to help me 
with my descent. The boundless energy 
and bliss I am experiencing is visible to all. 
I feel the graduating warmth traveling from 
my feet to my waist. It feels like a warm and 
loving cocoon 
                    
12:46 p.m.    The Pastor speaks to all who 
are witnessing: "This couple have 
come together- their hearts filled with 
love to make a public declaration- accepting 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior" 
 
12:47 p.m. I stand ready to be baptized- “In 
the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit- Amen” I am slowly immersed 
backward into the warm watery tomb, and 
come up resurrected born anew. The old 
man” is gone – all of my sins are gone 

   
I leap up and rejoice with hands raised 
high, “Thank you Jesus!"                                     
The feeling is so intoxicating I nearly pass 
out 
                                                  
12:48 p.m.   My husband is baptized, and 
comes up a new man-gone- are his sins. 
He smiles and looks upward- his hands 
raised, “Thank you Lord, thank you Jesus” 
  
12:49 p.m.  I take the microphone and 
proclaim in a loud voice, filled with 
conviction,                                                                                               
“Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior – I love 
you, thank you Jesus -Amen"     
                  
My husband speaks with his hands raised 
high, “Lord, I am yours, thank you Jesus-
Amen” 
  
12:50 p.m.   Thunderous applause begins 
to erupt in the church- reverberating 
throughout -almost silencing the melodious 
clanging bells that are pealing in the  
celebratory mode 
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12:51 p.m.  We ascend the steps of the 
Baptismal tank drenched with the Spirit 
feeling eternal life blazing- as we begin our 
lives anew   
  
12:55 p.m.   “I promise to serve you my 
Lord Jesus Christ for all of my days- and I  
thank You for Your ultimate sacrifice so that 
we might know eternal life in Your Father's 
kingdom.” 
  
12:56 p.m.   “I love You Lord -Amen.” 
  
12: 57 p.m.“Thank you again-for everything 
my Lord." 
  
 **************** 
 
I shut the computer and smile widely.  
Every now and then, I like to relive the most 
exciting, and most rewarding day of my life, 
the day of my birth in Christ.  It’s a treasure 
that’ll remain with me forever for it’s "written 
in my heart.” 
 
“Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I 
might not sin against You. ( Psalms 119:11 
NKJV)   
  
C D Swanson is a published author and 

freelance writer that has contributed to 

magazines.. In addition to writing Christian 

books, and a website ministry, she’s an 

expert in the field of geriatrics, lending her 

voice as an advocate for this special and 

beloved population. 

 

 

 

 

        Blessed Are the Pure In Heart 

Margaret Doherty 

 

Matthew 5:8 - Blessed are the pure in heart: 

for they shall see God 

 

The eyes of the LORD run to and fro 

throughout the whole earth, to 

shew himself strong in the behalf of them 

whose HEART is perfect toward him 

(2 Chronicles 16:9). Who shall ascend into 

the hill of the LORD? or who 

shall stand in his holy place? (Psalms 24:3). 

He that hath clean hands, and 

a PURE HEART; who hath not lifted up his 

soul unto vanity, nor sworn 

deceitfully (Psalms 24:4). He shall receive 

the blessing from the LORD, and 

righteousness from the God of his salvation 

(Psalm 24:5). 

 

The heart is deceitful above all things, and 

desperately wicked: who can 

know it? (Jeremiah 17:9). Therefore my 

brethren, keep thy heart with all 

diligence; for out of it are the issues of life 

(Proverbs 4:23). And rend 

your heart, and not your garments, and turn 

unto the LORD your God: for he 

is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

of great kindness, and 

repenteth him of the evil (Joel 2:13). For out 

of the heart proceed evil 

thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 

thefts, false witness, 

blasphemies (Matthew 15:19). For from 

within, out of the heart of men, 

proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 

fornications, murders (Mark 7:21) 
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The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a 

broken heart; and saveth 

such as be of a contrite spirit (Psalms 

34:18). Now the end of the 

commandment is charity out of A PURE 

HEART, and of a good conscience, and of 

faith unfeigned (1 Timothy 1:5) 

 

I pray in the mighty name of Jesus that 

every of your thoughts will be 

brought to the obedience of Christ and that 

every evil thought would be 

taken captive (2 Corinthians 10:5). I pray in 

the mighty name of Jesus that 

God would create in you a clean heart, and 

renew a right spirit within you 

(Psalm 51:10). The bible says "blessed are 

the PURE in heart for they shall 

see God". I pray in the mighty name of 

Jesus that your heart would be 

purified and renewed that you may see 

God. 

 

Be Blessed! 

 

Ow! My Neck! 

Susan Sundwall 

Boy, that Old Testament guy, Micah, he 
was really onto something in verse 14 when 
he says that God’s people should be 
shepherded with a staff. Ever seen one of 
those? Some are as big as your Irish 
Grandpa’s shillelagh. A few other 
interesting names for a staff are shepherd’s 
hook, walking staff, strolling stick or noggin 
knocker. That last one brings a grin, but my 
guess is getting rapped on the head with 
one isn’t exactly grin-worthy. As for having 

a looped staff pulling on my disobedient 
neck—ow!—no thanks. It’s necessary to 
say, however, that there are times when we 
do need correction, prodding and 
protection. We just do. And the imagery of 
the shillelagh, I mean staff, as the tool for 
the job actually fits.   
 
Has this happened to you? You’re bare 
footing it around the kitchen getting a little 
lunch together when you brush the counter 
and your open shirttail catches on a drawer 
handle. Yank, you’re hauled up short. It’s 
sooo annoying!  That must be how it feels 
to one of those poor straying sheep when it 
gets snagged at the scruff by the 
shepherd’s staff. It’s sooo annoying. But 
maybe that critter was headed for rushing 
water or a briar patch. Worse yet, lurking 
about are nasty old bears or wolves just 
watching and waiting for the perfect 
moment to strike and kill. Score one for the 
shepherd who knew something the silly 
sheep didn’t.  
 
Now, suppose you were brought up short 
just as you were about to step on a stray 
shard of glass on your kitchen floor. 
Suddenly that drawer handle is your best 
friend and no blood has been spilled. 
You’ve been saved from a trip to the ER 
and instantly reminded that the only 
bandages you have left are those little bitty 
ones that barely cover a hangnail.   
 
Back to Micah. The reason the prophet 
asks God to use a staff is because the 
people have blown it big time. In the 
beginning of chapter seven we read “Both 
hands are skilled in doing evil; the ruler 
demands gifts, the judge accepts bribes, 
the powerful dictate what they desire. . .”  
Holy moral corruption, Batman, does that 
seem like anything that’s happening out 
there in the world today? Sure does. But 
back then, as now, when times seem evil 



17 
 

God’s people crave His staff of protective 
care and correction even if the correction 
part is hard to bear. Sometimes we‘d rather 
not be reminded that we live in the shadow 
of the Good Shepherd’s staff. It’s a blessing 
that can seem like a curse. We goofy sheep 
go willfully astray and too often like it that 
way. I mean, a little bit of sin and 
decadence is kind of fun, right? Replace 
that thought with the realization that Jesus 
loves us too much to hold off using the 
staff. And it’s not a bad place to be—in the 
bend of that staff—think, “Danger, Will 
Robinson!” Our Lord uses it to pull us to 
Himself where the only true safety and 
comfort lie.  
 
Being yanked back from disaster’s edge is 
sobering. For me, each yanking incident 
goes into my blessings memory bank. In my 
daily walk with Jesus I make withdrawals 
from that bank, and my sincere hope is that 
I won’t have to be grabbed by the scruff 
time and time again. Perhaps the day will 
come when a mere shaking of the shillelagh 
– um, staff – will keep me clear of the 
glistening shards. And it’ll be great not to 
have to whine, “ow, my neck,” quite so 
often. 
 
Susan is a freelance writer and children’s 
Christian playwright. She is a 30 year 
member of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in 
Valatie, NY.   
 

Peace for Free 

Abigail Kelly 
 

“Reality is the leading cause of stress 
amongst those in touch with it.” Jane 
Wagner 
 
I’m a go-getter. From the days of 
elementary school, I panicked over 

deadlines. “Just let me do it now!” I’d plead 
with my mom, who was also my teacher, 
when she told me about upcoming 
assignments. 
 
I carried that compulsion through college. 
The first day of class was agonizing, staring 
at that debilitatingly long syllabus, climaxing 
on the last page with a cumulative final, or 
unbearably long paper. How I longed to just 
dig in and get it all out of the way. The mere 
idea of a task looming before me, terrified 
me.  
 
As I got older, it was a small joke that I was 
compulsive. Not in the disordered sense 
that I had repetitive habits, but simply that I 
must, must, must be doing something. Until 
I had produced something, met some 
expectation, proven my worthiness, tested 
my mettle, I could never relax.  
 
My poor husband, watched me buzz in 
frantic circles around him on the weekends. 
His feet propped up in a chair, balancing a 
cup of coffee on the arm of it, he would 
plead with me, “Can’t you just sit down? 
Nothing needs to be done right now.” 
 
In the big-wide world, I found myself 
stretching thinner and thinner. Without 
children and not working outside the home, 
my self-respect balanced precariously on 
my ability to be constantly available at 
anyone’s beck and call.  
 
Do they need a VBS leader? Sure.  
Small group leader? Got it. 
Volunteer at the humane society, hospice 
center, homeless shelter, library, crisis 
pregnancy center, parks and recreation, 
and... . All me. I got it! 
 
I kind of wonder how Jesus did it. I mean, 
surely after he raised Lazarus from the 
dead, people must have clamored for his 
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attention, “Please, Jesus, come raise my 
family member, too!” 
 
How did Jesus walk into the colonnade at 
the Pool of Bethseda, and pick just one 
lame man to heal? Didn’t he feel obligated 
to help the others?  
 
And truly, did Jesus feel overwhelmed by all 
the people He wanted to teach as well as 
his job as a carpenter? How was he ever 
going to keep up with all the needs 
surrounding Him? How did He decide 
where to go next, whom to touch? By 
means of reason, Jesus should have been 
the most stressed-out man of all time.  
 
But Jesus wasn’t anxious. The Bible never 
depicts Him as worried, stressed, conflicted 
or overwhelmed. We never see Jesus feel 
guilty over His choices to heal one man and 
not another. How does He do that?  
 
And, if as Jesus said in John 14:27, that He 
has given us His peace, how on earth do I 
find it? 
 
It’s true that we have a mission, a purpose, 
a calling in this world. But even as He sent 
the disciples out, He reminded them that 
they had His peace. Jesus also said that He 
was sending them out in the same way that 
the Heavenly Father had sent Him.  
 
So that must be the key: To walk in Jesus’ 
peace, we must go out into the world as 
Jesus did. In John 5:19, Jesus explained to 
His disciples why He didn’t do everything 
they thought He should do, Jesus explained 
His boundaries.  
 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only what he 
sees the Father doing. For whatever the 
Father does, that the Son does likewise.” 
 

Jesus didn’t operate by His own impulses. 
He never healed someone simply because 
He wanted to, because He felt emotional, or 
because He felt pressured by the crowd. 
Jesus never did anything because He felt 
like He had to. Every single act was 
motivated by what He saw the Father 
doing. Every single act was measured 
obedience. 
 
In the world, we function by a system of 
work, then rest. We earn vacation. We 
require our kids to do their homework 
before they relax. That’s not all wrong, but 
we must be careful not to assume that our 
Heavenly Father treats us the same way.  
 
John 14:27, tells us that the peace we 
receive from Christ is not like the world’s 
peace. It cannot be earned. We do not work 
for it and it cannot be taken away.  
 
In order to experience the same peace that 
Jesus did, I must learn to do only those 
things the Father shows me, not spin wildly 
about trying to meet every person’s need or 
expectation. Secondly, I need to remember 
that even when I fail, the peace of Christ 
will not be taken away. Nothing I do can 
earn that peace, it was a free gift from a 
Father and a Savior who love me very, very 
much. 
 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do 
not be afraid.” John 14:27 
 
“And we have received God's Spirit (not the 
world's spirit), so we can know the 
wonderful things God has freely given us.” 
1 Corinthians 2:12 
 
"As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Now remain in my love.” John 
15:9 
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The Day of the Lord 

Lancelot Tucker 

Jesus warned us in the Scriptures that His 
return will be sudden. Yet, there are still 
many people that do not believe that He is 
ever coming back, and others are of the 
opinion that that day will not come soon. 
However, the Scriptures speak of the 
coming of the Lord as an event that will 
happen whether we are prepared for it or 
not.  
 
For yourselves know perfectly that the day 
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
For when they shall say peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child; 
and they shall not escape. But ye brethren 
are not in darkness that that day should 
overtake you as a thief (1 Th. 5:2-4 KJV).  
There will not be an announcement made 
when the day of the Lord comes. It will be 
sudden just “like a thief in the night.” A 
householder will not allow his or her house 
broken into. If he or she knows which night 
the thief will come to rob the house then 
much preparation would be made to hinder 
that robber. So it is with us. If we know 
which day the Lord will be arriving to take 
His people home to heaven then we will be 
ready; however, since we do not know the 
day, then the responsibility is on us to live 
holy lives always in readiness for the Lord’s 
coming.  
 
“For when they shall say peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child; 
and they shall not escape.” On the day of 
the Lord, there will be much destruction 
taking place on Earth. Just imagine a plane 
flying in the sky and the Lord comes and 
takes the Christian pilot away. You know 
what will happen to that plane? It will crash 
with all the passengers who are not 

Christians in it. Now just imagine planes all 
over the world crashing. Let us look at 
another scenario. Imagine a Christian 
driving his car along on the road and the 
day of the Lord occurs and that Christian 
disappears from around the steering wheel. 
That car is going to continue driving until it 
crashes, maybe even mowing down 
pedestrians before coming to a stop. Now 
imagine driverless cars crashing all over the 
world. These scenarios mention are only 
two ways by which sudden destruction will 
affect people living on Earth on the day of 
the Lord.  
 
“But ye brethren are not in darkness that 
that day should overtake you as a thief.” If 
you are a blood washed born again 
Christian living for Jesus, then that day will 
not come suddenly on you. You will be 
prepared and in expectation of it.  
 
However, for the non-Christian there will be 
a time of great anguish. Preparation is the 
key factor when it comes to being ready for 
the day of the Lord and the only way we 
can be ready is by accepting Jesus as our 
Lord and Savior. If we are not blood 
washed Christians living for Christ, then we 
will be found wanting on the day of the 
Lord.  
 
Knowing this first, that there shall come in 
the last days scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts, and saying “Where is the 
promise of His coming? For since the 
fathers fell asleep all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the 
creation” (2 Pet. 3:3-4 KJV).  
 
Today, we are hearing the words of many 
scoffers saying “Jesus is not coming back.” 
However, if they should take some time out 
and consult the Bible, they will realize that 
all prophesies concerning the coming of the 
Lord are fast fulfilling. This means that 
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someday soon the Lord Jesus will make His 
appearance.  
 
It is time for us to make ourselves ready for 
the coming of the Lord. If we are fully 
prepared for the day of the Lord, then we 
will not be disappointed when it comes. 
That day will be joy unspeakable for the 
blood washed saint who is living for Jesus. 
 

 

Christ's Cross 
 

By Earl Kugle 
 

When we think of the cross 
What do we see? 

Our Savior from Heaven 
Who loves you and me. 

He is the Son of God 
Christ Jesus His name. 
He forgives all our sins 

And bears all our shame. 
He lifts all our burdens 

And gives peace and rest. 
Now we can ask Him to be 

Our daily guest. 
With His Spirit inside us 
We will be truly blessed. 
So look to Lord Jesus 
Our Savior and friend. 
With our trust in Him 
Our lives will not end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Incomparable Blessing of Utter 

Dependence 

Joe Baginski 

My Vietnamese friend, Pastor Sang, 
recently taught me the blessing of utter 
dependence upon God. For two weeks we 
traveled together to minister among 
Vietnamese tribal groups living in the 
central Highlands of Vietnam. The roads 
and trails leading to these villages are often 
impassable for anything but a four-wheel 
drive vehicle. For this reason Sang needs 
reliable transportation.  During our travel 
together, his SUV developed a serious 
mechanical problem which we earnestly 
prayed about, however, it was only 
diagnosed upon our return to Ho Chi Minh 
City.  
 
When Sang's mechanic informed him that 
the repair bill would be a staggering $1000, 
I fell into a state of despair for Sang. I knew 
that his ministry was completely without 
external support from any denomination, 
organization, or any particular group. It's 
what you would call a 100% faith-based 
ministry; he is utterly dependent. Sang 
explains it this way, "God is omnipotent and 
fully able to accomplish anything and 
everything he desires, whenever and 
wherever He chooses". Sang believes that 
he is merely a vessel waiting to be used 
whenever God chooses to do so. He is a 
servant waiting at the table of the Lord and 
he receives nothing until the Lord gives it to 
him. 
 
Psalm 123:2 Behold, as the eyes of 
servants look unto the hand of their 
masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto 
the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait 
upon the Lord our God, KJV. 
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While I fell into despair over this crisis, 
Sang on the other hand was absolutely 
certain that it was not his job to worry. He 
said, "My job is to do and God's job is to 
provide so that I may do. God provides and 
I spend. I cannot spend what God does not 
provide”. Sang realizes and is comfortable 
with his utter dependence. To him, living by 
that kind of faith and that kind of 
dependence is the only kind he has ever 
known. Seven years of incarceration in 
Hong Kong as part of the ‘Vietnamese Boat 
People’ refugees prepared him to be utterly 
dependent upon God for everything. He 
understands something deep and 
penetrating about God's omnipotence that 
shapes his faith and confidence in God as 
he ministers.   
 
The other day I was thinking about how 
different we are; Sang and I. As an 
American, who has never in a material 
sense, seen a day of complete and utter 
dependence upon God, I have learned 
something quite different from Sang.  I have 
learned “where there is a will there is a 
way". If I want a new car I can go out this 
afternoon and buy it. I do not have to wait 
upon the Lord for the means to proceed.  I 
have money and credit.  If I want it, it must 
be God’s will. This of course is a self-
deceptive curse. It is in fact, actually 
nothing less than the modern equivalent of 
Satan's lie: 
 
Genesis 3:4 And the serpent said unto the 
woman, Ye shall not surely die: KJV 
 
The heart of Satan’s lie is that we can 
somehow be independent of God and live. 
Satan says that God has given us free will 
(true) and we can exercise that with 
impunity (false) and we never have to 
check with Him about anything (also false); 
we can be independent of God and live. 
What a lie! Once learned, however, this 

erroneous lesson cripples us for the rest of 
our lives. Every decision becomes fraught 
with peril because it is so easy for American 
Christians to acquire anything they want 
with or without God's approval.   If we have 
the money for it and want it then we often 
reason that God must approve. Our 
financial resources give rise to an arrogant 
self-sufficiency; we live as if we are 
independent from God.  
 
Through Sang, I now see that dependence 
upon God is a huge blessing and thinking 
that you are independent from Him is just 
the opposite; it is a curse. By his example 
Pastor Sang has taught me one of the very 
first lessons of the Bible and that lesson is 
the incomparable blessing of utter 
dependence. 
 

My Life Began 
 

Sarah 

 
Beyond the reach of outstretched hands  
A final rest, no new demands  
An end to pain, the darkness deep...  
All nightmares gone- at last to sleep  
After all, what would be lost?  
The offer made, he sets the cost...  
The choice, he said, is mine to make  
A simple choice... my life to take  
And for the answer it will bring,  
I'll trade my soul; a trifle thing.  
Tormented by the offered peace  
The price has brought me to my knees 
A second offer's been put forth...  
It says my soul's of greater worth  
This offer: Life, instead of death  
A promised hope with every breath  
Peace within- rest while I sleep  
But for all this, the price is steep... 
The cost is life for this one too  
But requires one thing I can't do  
That I be pure, as new as spring  
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Free of all guilt for everything  
That I have done my whole life through  
My hope was gone with this I knew.  
But as I started to turn away  
I felt a touch and heard Him say  
"I paid the price. I died for you.  
I knew these things you could not do  
I had the choice to walk away  
You do now too, but I hope you stay... 
"Don't give up. It's not the end.  
It's hard I know, I won't pretend  
But I'm still here. I'll never leave  
This will pass too if you'll believe  
See My great plan.. you're in it too  
It's not complete without a You. 
"So take My gift, don't hope in death  
Find hope in each day you draw a breath  
I knew you when you weren't yet born  
I know each time your heart is torn  
And in my heart will forever be  
The joy I feel when you I see."  
I stood to my feet, and saw the fear  
In both their eyes, and in one a tear  
One was afraid that I would choose  
To live my life, and that he would lose  
But the Others' face pulled at my heart  
As I saw the tears down His cheeks start  
His arms were open, His eyes held a plea  
His fear was that he would lose me  
I caught my breath, and to Him ran  
And with that choice, my life began. 
 

The Weapons for War! 

Kathleen V. Derbyshire 

Long before school shootings and World 

Wars Jesus talked about weapons for war. I 

believe that, as noble as it is to say that 

Christianity is based on external peace, 

there will always be strife and a need for 

weapons. We can never get away from 

violence unless we shut off the TV for good 

and never read again. It is all around us 

and always will be – just reading the Bible 

we get a healthy dose of it. If you believe 

there should be non-violence taught in the 

churches this is okay but if you believe that 

we should be prepare to take on violence 

that is okay too. Jesus told us to prepare for 

both (Paul’s writings and John’s). He said 

that we might die for Him as well as for our 

Christian brothers.  

I own a gun and know how to use it. I 

believe there is nothing loving about 

initiating physical violence however I also 

believe that physical defense has its place 

and always will. Do we die or do we 

defend? I am not for bringing back the wild, 

Wild West but there is going to be a place 

for the use of it. Example: We are sitting in 

church worshiping when a drug-crazed 

person comes in demanding all of our 

belongings. Do we give it all to them or do 

we stop them? While you meditate on that 

part of the physical realm of violence let’s 

get started preparing for the devils realm of 

violence. His job is to kill and destroy 

spiritually. He is bound and determined to 

take our souls with him to hell when he 

goes. His goal is to catch us unaware of 

what he is doing and to throw us off the 

path of what God is doing. You can read in 

the Word of God every dirty weapon he will 

use to deceive us but we are not to be 

deceived by him. Evil people that the devil 

has deceived will go on deceiving and 

being deceived. Our goal should be to be 

prepared for that deception whether it is 

physical or spiritual. I will not stand by and 

watch a saint be abused under the pretext 

of Christian peace AND I will not stand by 

while the devil deceives my brethren either. 

Know this about me – I am prepared to die 

for YOU, my brethren, and I am prepared to 
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die for Jesus. I cannot die for you or for 

Jesus unless I am willing to enter into some 

type of physical violence BUT I am also 

dying to Jesus by preparing myself 

spiritually. I cannot help you prepare 

yourself physically to die but I can help you 

spiritually. This is what I love to do. This is 

what I was born to do and so are you. If we 

think about Spiritual war compared to 

carnal war it is clear that the Spiritual war 

takes place in our mind. We are in contact 

with our minds 24-7. That makes it an easy 

target. Carnal violence begins fast and 

ends fast – we see relief from it eventually 

but Spiritual war is constant just as thinking 

is constant. We are in a war with our own 

mind. We should be constantly trying to 

change the way we think and what we fix 

our mind on. The devil will use both our 

mind and our tongue! What are we 

preparing ourselves for? Are we preparing 

ourselves for spiritual war? Are we 

equipping ourselves with what we need so 

the great deceiver does not deceive us? 

Let’s go through the biggest deceptions that 

the devil uses then let us begin to prepare 

our minds for war over the next year!  

The Bible is not true! How many times have 

you heard that? How many times has a 

professing Christian said they believe some 

of the Bible but not all of it? This is the 

biggest of all of his deceptions. You will 

need to prepare yourself for this because 

you will believe it at times and you will hear 

it a lot from your non-believing friends. 

What about this one, the devil doesn’t 

exist? I have heard this before as both a 

form of unbelief and a form of belief as a 

way of fighting the devil. He loves this 

because we think we are giving God credit 

but we are not because Jesus told us that 

the devil exist so therefore we are calling 

God a liar with this belief. And yet another 

is that hell does not exist and that is where 

the devil is. Hell exists as sure as the devil 

exists but he is not in hell he is on this 

earth. Before we talk about Spiritual 

weapons, we must be very clear that we 

are fighting a spiritual battle with the devil 

and his minions. He exists here on this 

earth to kill and destroy us. He uses what 

he knows against us. He knows the Bible 

inside and out, and he is willing to use it. He 

also knows us and he is willing to use our 

weaknesses against us. Essentially he is 

using ‘me’ against me. He uses what we 

believe and what we don’t believe against 

us. What we should believe and what we 

shouldn’t! He uses our friends, our 

enemies, strangers and inanimate objects 

to fool us. He knows exactly what he is 

doing BUT God knows exactly what the 

devil is doing so He warns us, He helps us 

and He protects us. He tells us to arm 

ourselves. He advises us in His Word of the 

weapons we should use against the devil. 

He also warns us about the weapons that 

the devil will use against us. Believe or be 

fooled!  

This is our year of preparation! This is the 

year to prepare to fight with the weapons 

given to us by God. We are going to learn 

what weapons God uses, what weapons He 

gives to us and what weapons the devil will 

use to throw us off the Jesus trail. We have 

been given a great commission to spread 

the Good News but we cannot do that if we 

cannot fulfill our personal mission to be 

Jesus. We can only be ‘Jesus’ if we believe 

everything He said and did.  
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2 Corinthians 10:4 says For our weapons 

are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling 

down strongholds. The strongholds that 

hold us back are worldly and spiritual. The 

weapons to pull them down are mighty in 

God. Physical strongholds are minor 

compared to psychological (spiritual) ones. 

There is so much that we need to know! So 

much that we need to learn! I cannot stress 

enough that the more we know the easier it 

is to fight the lies with the Truth. BELIEVE 

and be equipped! 

Ephesians 6:10-20 prepares us for Spiritual 

war. It will take some time but we will go 

through it and prepare ourselves for war 

and win. We will win the war and become 

Jesus even if it kills us. 

 

Three Doors Down 
  

Donna Edgar  
 

There was an old lady who lived three 
doors down 

She was all alone except for some cats that 
hung 'round. 

She'd sit on her porch reading a bible and 
singing old hymns. 

Sadly, her chances for company seemed 
quite slim. 

On my daily walks, I'd hear her pray, 
And lowly sing as I went my way. 

One day as I was going by 
We shared a smile and both said, “Hi”. 
Then I thought I heard her whisper my 

name; 
And from that time I've never been the 

same. 
She said, “I'm glad you stopped...I've been 

praying for you dear. 
How long since your move, almost a year?” 

Then she opened her screen door and 
invited me in, 

And at that moment we became friends. 
She offered some cookies and a glass of 

Kool-aid 
Then looking into my eyes, softly asked, 

“Child, are you saved?” 
In 36 years I've been a teacher, a worker, a 

mother and wife 
Yet I knew nothing of Jesus, hope, or peace 

in my life. 
From a shelf she brought down a time worn 

book 
And turning the pages showed me where to 

look. 
As I gazed into faded blue eyes and 

wrinkled little face 
She told me about God's mercy and 

unmerited grace. 
I dropped to my knees on her old kitchen 

floor 
There my tears flowed and cries for 

forgiveness poured. 
Asking God's forgiveness and Christ into 

my heart, 
I knew I'd been given a clean slate, a new 

start. 
With her last mission accomplished, she 

was released 
and carried by angels into God's peace. 
That dear sweet saint, three doors down 

Is now resting in the everlasting arms and 

wearing a crown. 
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We are HIS Creation 

Deepika Emmanuel Sagar 

 

“Therefore, my dear brothers, be steadfast, 

immovable, always excelling in the Lord’s 

work, knowing that your labor in the Lord is 

not in vain.” – 1Cor 15:58 

God has created human to worship Him 

and our body stands as a holy sanctuary of 

the Holy Spirit (1Cor 6:19). As the living 

word of the Lord says, we belong to God 

and not to ourselves as we were bought at 

a price, and so our duty is to glorify God in 

our body (1Cor 6:20). A reasonable service 

that we can provide for God’s kingdom is by 

presenting ourselves as a living sacrifice 

and being holy and pleasing to God (Rom 

12:1). We are heirs of God and co-heirs of 

Christ (Rom 8:17) and so it is our 

responsibility to spread His kingdom, 

through His word, and be the ministers of 

the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:12-16). “Proclaim the 

message; persist in it weather convenient 

or not; rebuke, correct and encourage with 

great patience and teaching” (2Tim 4:2). 

This is the will of the Lord and it is our duty 

to fulfill His will, because for the one who 

knows the will of the Lord and does not do 

it, sins (Jms 4:17). When God gives us the 

right to be His children He also expects us 

to be obedient to His command. We need 

to develop a spirit of obedience (1Pt 1:2), 

so that by the obedience of truth we purify 

ourselves and be a new creation in Him, 

which is imperishable through the enduring 

and living word of the Lord (1Pt 1:23). Our 

bodies are the members of Christ (1Cor 

6:15) and as God’s managers we should 

stand blameless, righteous, good, sensible, 

holy, self- controlled, hospitable (Ti 1:8), 

holding to the faithful message as taught, 

able to encourage with sound teaching and 

refuting those who contradict it (Ti 1:9). 

“We are His creation- created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

ahead of time so that we should walk in 

them” (Eph 2:10). God promises the 

spreading of His word and it being fruitful 

(Is 55:10-11) and making an everlasting 

sign that will never be destroyed (Is 55:13). 

Allow Him to use us to glorify His precious 

name so that we may stand justified by our 

works (Jms 2:24) when He comes again. 

 

Expanding Into Space 
 

Lynn Gipson 
 

Expanding in space from a vast universe, 
Is a kingdom wherein fair angels converse, 
To spread their wings at God's commands, 

Transforming their will to become His 
hands. 

 
Rising in warmth beyond moon and stars, 
A glorious plane in a world without wars, 

Rapture and joy light a shimmering space, 
No sorrow can reach such a heavenly 

place. 
 

Above our earth there is great mystery, 
A land we were promised before history, 
God's heaven blazing with sinless light, 

My thirsty spirit absorbs the sight. 
 

A world that holds no suffering or pain. 
Pure as a dove and without sinful stain, 
On gossamer wings I will glide and fly, 

In spirit with God on the highest of high. 
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Into my soul I breathe God's air, 
Inhaling scents so heavenly rare, 

Exhaling my trust to secrets unknown, 
Expelling transgressions all of my own. 

 
Lead me on to heaven's expansion, 

As there awaits in a golden mansion, 
A magnificent room created for me, 

To house my soul for eternity. 
 
 

 

News Review and Commentary 

 

Modern Day Persecution 

Toni Star 

 

An interesting article appeared on the BBC 

News UK on December 1, 2010 titled 

“Christians launch defense of faith ‘under 

attack.” This is an intriguing article and one 

that many Christians can relate to. Part of 

the article begins: 

The article begins:  

“Lord Carey is concerned about the state of 

Britain's Christian culture  

Christians who believe their faith is "under 

attack" in Britain have launched a "Not 

Ashamed Day" campaign. 

Former Archbishop of Canterbury Lord 

Carey claimed Christians of "deep faith" 

faced discrimination. 

Campaigners say a mounting number of 

cases of workers being disciplined over 

their beliefs show Christianity is being 

"airbrushed" from UK society. 

But the National Secular Society said 

"zealots" were wrong to claim the faith was 

being deliberately undermined. 

The Not Ashamed Day, organised by the 

Christian Concern lobbying group, is the 

start of a campaign urging Christians to 

"wear their faith with pride". 

'Under attack'  

In recent years, Lord Carey said Christians 

had been penalised for activities such as 

wearing crosses and offering to pray for 

other people. 

"Christianity is a public religion, always has 

been and always will be," he said as he 

launched the campaign outside the House 

of Lords. 

"What we believe in is of paramount 

importance to our nation and were we to 

lose it, then I have no idea what will happen 

to the Christian faith in this country." 

The former archbishop unveiled a leaflet 

warning that Britain's Christian culture was 

"under attack". 

Their campaign highlights a series of cases 

involving Christians who have lost claims 

for discrimination. 

They include Nadia Eweida - a British 

Airways worker from London - and Shirley 

Chaplin - an NHS nurse from Kenn, Exeter 

- who both lost high-profile discrimination 

claims over wearing crosses at work.” 

My review of the article: 
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The above article gives other examples of 

Christian discrimination such as some who 

were discriminated against when they were 

spotted wearing a cross or when they 

shared their belief of Jesus with another 

person, was overhead and then mocked 

and discriminated for what they said.   

Think back on the times when you felt 

uncomfortable talking about your faith or 

when you got negative responses when you 

said you believed in the Second Coming of 

Christ. If you’re like me, several instances 

may come to mind.  

An example from my life was when a 

woman laughed when I said that I believed 

in Jesus. She replied, “Why do you believe 

in Jesus? There is no proof that he existed 

or rose from the dead. And, if he existed, he 

was a sinner, he wasn’t perfect and he 

certainly didn’t come back from the dead. 

No one has come back from the dead!”  

I thought for a moment and then I said, 

“According to Biblical scripture, which is an 

excellent record of history—written by 

several of his disciples—Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John and “various epistles written 

by those who claim to have been with 

Christ, i.e., Romans, Hebrews, James and 

Jude--he lived without sin,, died on the 

cross and according to the Bible, rose from 

the dead and one day will return in glory. All 

of this information is in the Bible and has 

been read by millions for several thousands 

of years.”  

She looked at me with a dazed look in her 

eyes and said nothing—nothing at all. 

When you speak the truth and back it up 

with facts and power that comes God—you 

will often get an open-mouthed reply. The 

old saying is true, “The truth will set you 

free.”  

As a Christian I encourage to keep 

speaking up and talking about your faith 

and wearing your cross in pride because 

you have a right as person on this earth to 

state your mind and your beliefs. Of course, 

common sense is necessary when sharing 

your faith. If; however, you feel that you or 

your family could be in danger talking about 

your beliefs, then don’t do so.  

Faith is personal and it is right of every 

Christian; so keep on spreading the Good 

News! Time, my friend, is of the essence 

and as followers of Christ; every day is a 

good day to spread the News! 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-11877608 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-11877608
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Book Reviews 

 

Born to Deliver 

By Katy Brace 

 

 
 

Editor’s Note: This is the second part of a 
two part review of “Born to Deliver.” 
 
If the echoing theme in the first half of Born 
to Deliver, was loneliness, the second half 
is indisputably adoption.  
 
Kathy Brace’ story opens with the agonizing 
birth of her first child when she is fifteen 
years old. Within hours, her son was 
stripped from her arms and given up for 
adoption. Her young heart had already 
been abused by neglect from her own 
family; suddenly even her own child was 
taken from her. The story continues through 
years of Kathy’s life, years filled with illicit 
relationships, abandonment, drinking, 
abortion and physical abuse.  
 
Kathy’s deepest longing was to have a 
happy family of her own, a place of innate 
belonging. At the age of twenty, she 
married Mike hoping that her dream would 
come true. When their daughter, Brandi 
was born, she dared to believe. In an effort 
to create the perfect image, the family 
began to go to church. Kathy even found 

herself teaching Sunday school. There, the 
love of God wrapped itself around her as 
she read the lessons to the children.  
 
Kathy and Mike’s marriage continued to be 
rocky for several years. The church served 
as a bandaid for their relationship’s 
wounds. But their attendance was simply 
the right thing to do; Jesus had not yet won 
her heart.  
 
A revival came to their church in the fall. 
Out of curiosity, Kathy and her sister-in-law 
attended the morning sessions for women. 
She distinctly recalled the preacher 
teaching on 2 Corinthians 5:17.  
 
“Therefore if any man is in Christ he is a 
new creature: old things have passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.” 
 
“Why had no one told me this before?” 
Kathy wondered. Her own efforts to put the 
past behind her and create a new, happy 
family were failing. Could this Jesus really 
be the answer? “This mercy and grace from 
God that the preacher kept referring to, 
were they real?” (pg. 87) 
 
Kathy surrendered her life to Jesus that 
week. Immediately, He began working in 
her heart and life, removing old habits like 
fits of rage and smoking. Steadily, He filled 
her with hope. That hope carried her 
through the tragic circumstances yet to 
come.  
 
Over the next couple years, the Brace 
family learned that one of their daughters 
was hearing impaired, Kathy broke her hip 
during a water skiing accident and Mike 
gave up on their marriage. At the same 
time, their daughters were rebelling and her 
home was falling apart.  
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“And yet the same thing that brought me 
the greatest pain and suffering - both 
physically and emotionally - I would also 
come to recognize as the greatest 
expression of God’s rich mercy and love for 
me.” (pg. 126) 
 
Born to Deliver, is a story of deliverance, 
new life, budding hope and adoption. After 
God adopted Kathy into His family, He daily 
gave her the grace and strength to press on 
through painful circumstances. He used the 
ruins of her old life as the foundation for her 
new life in Him.  
 
When Mike left, Kathy was still in a 
wheelchair recuperating from her accident. 
With limited mobility, she found herself 
frequently alone with her Bible. There she 
poured over God’s word for hours at a time, 
drinking it in. When she was back on her 
feet again, she knew exactly what God had 
created her to do.  
 
Kathy and her daughters opened a 
midwifery clinic in Wichita, KS. They began 
to travel all over the state assisting with 
deliveries and building up families. Many 
times, their fledgling business barely paid 
the bills. However, over and over God 
miraculously provided exactly the money 
and things they needed. 
 
There is a beautiful circle of life in Kathy 
Brace’s story. From a lonely little girl who 
gave her son up for adoption, God grew her 
into a woman of faith using her skills to 
bless families and bring new lives in the 
world. 
 
Abby Kelly 

 

 

 

The 11:45 Call 

By Joel F Blakely and Brenda Klutz 

 

The 11:45 Call is an expository Bible study 
of the book of Jude. Appropriately titled, it 
highlights the urgency of the times. Co-
authors, Joel F. Blakely and Brenda Klutz 
Blakely, methodically excavate each verse, 
urging readers to apply Jude’s call to 
“contend for the faith”, to their own lives. 
With probing application questions at the 
end of each chapter, the Blakely’s help 
readers to intimately sense the significance 
of their own lives and the importance of 
their personal knowledge of the Word of 
God.  
 
The tiny book of Jude is often overlooked 
by even the most devoted students of the 
Bible. Positioned right before the least 
understood, most controversial book of the 
Bible, Revelation, and immediately after a 
trio of potent, little letters by the well-known 
author, John, the pages of Jude conceal a 
weighty treasure. Joel and Brenda Blakely’s 
expository method makes these difficult 
passages clear and applicable. 
 
Expository study is the method of using 
Scripture to explain Scripture. The Bible is 
the complete and inherent word of God. 
Therefore, it can be trusted to contain all 
the answers, all that we need for life and 
godliness (2 Peter 1:3). While expository 
study sounds intimidating, particularly to 
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new Christians, The 11:45 Call, is an 
excellent resource for beginning students of 
The Word. 
 
The format is simple. Each chapter is 
dedicated to one verse in the short book of 
Jude. Opening each chapter, the verse in 
focus is provided in full text. Then the 
Blakely’s break it down phrase by phrase.   
 
The 11:45 Call, is thorough, so there is no 
need for numerous additional resources. 
Full definitions of Greek words are provided 
where needed and concise explanations 
are given for individual phrases. Each 
segment is supported by numerous cross 
references in full text. 
 
There is little room for critique or complaint 
when authors stick so closely to divine 
truth. The Blakely’s are faithful not to dilute 
the impact of God’s Word with opinion or 
speculation. Instead, this is explanation in 
its simplest form. 
 
While this book is sufficient for personal 
study, I think that it is much more suitable 
for group study. Alone, it is too easy to read 
the text and be scarcely affected because 
the explanations seem so obvious. 
However, used in a dynamic group setting, 
the simplicity of this book will spark 
rigorous, Christ-centered, life changing 
conversation. 
 
          -Abby Kelly 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Book Notes 

 
In “Book Notes” you are invited to list any 
recent publications you would like for our 
readers to know about. Please provide a 
description and photo cover copy if 
possible. Please send to 
editor@believerlife.com. 
 

Where’s Heidi? 
 

By Lisa Buske 
 

 
 

In 1994, my only sister was abducted while 
working alone at a local convenience store. 
The journey starts with an early morning 
phone call then details of the emotions, 
grief, and confusion felt in those first 
moments while transitioning through the 
days, months, and years that follow. A 
sibling's journey is different from that of a 
parent. Our role and feelings cannot 
compare yet they are just as important. 
Parents experience the greatest loss of 
their lives through the loss of their child and 
the emotional loss of the surviving children 
is just as traumatic. I lost more than my 
sister on April 3, 1994 I lost my faith. 
Thanks to the boldness and faith of a child, 
I have hope and a story to share. There is 

mailto:editor@believerlife.com
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no one person or thing here on earth to 
replace Heidi or the friendship we had 
together yet after ten years of searching I 
realized there is Someone who can, God. 
“Mrs. Buske, you need Jesus.” He was 
right. My name is Lisa M. Buske and Heidi 
Allen is my sister. She remains missing but 
never forgotten. Our journeys after loss 
may vary yet the pain, grief, and need for 
hope are similar. This is my story of 
discovery, healing, and hope from the 
moment I learn of Heidi’s kidnapping until 
today. Life after loss is a rollercoaster ride 
of memories and emotions. Will you take 
this ride with me? (Nonfiction – Amazon, 
$15.95) 
 
 
 

Great Messages : 
Words of Encouragement for Life's 

Worst Messes 
 

By Margaret Morenike Doherty 
 

 
 
Out of my worst messes have come my 
best messages. There is always a 
wilderness experience before the promised 
land. It is always darkest before dawn. 
There cannot be testimonies without tests, 
nor can there be triumphs without 
trials...The good news is that there is 

always a great calm to every great storm in 
your lives. 
 
Join Margaret Morenike Doherty in her 
quest to spread the gospel to the uttermost 
ends of the earth. Great Messages: Words 
of Encouragement for Life's Worst Messes 
takes readers on an exciting, uplifting, and 
thrilling experience with messages that 
were birthed from some of life's most 
difficult situations. 
 
Doherty's skillful combination of Scripture 
and real-life experience helps readers 
realign their perspective, reminding them 
that even when things seem hopeless, 
there is still reason to have faith, 'For 
nothing is impossible with God' (Luke 1:37). 
This inspirational devotional is sure to water 
every spirit and minister to every soul that 
has a holy hunger and thirst after God's 
word. (Nonfiction -  $12.99, Tate Publishing, 
http://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/bo
ok.php?w=978-1-60799-650-7)  
 
 
 

 
Against the Tide: 

The Valor of Margaret Wilson 
 

By Hope Irvin Marston 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

           
 

http://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/book.php?w=978-1-60799-650-7
http://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/book.php?w=978-1-60799-650-7
http://www.amazon.com/Against-Tide-Valor-Margaret-Wilson/dp/1596380616
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Obligated to the Crown, Devoted to her 
family, Drawn to her sweetheart, She must 
prove where her greatest loyalty lies. 
  
Margaret Wilson was a Scottish girl who 
lived from 1667 to 1685. This historical 
novel is based upon her life and is one of 
the “Chosen Daughters” series. P&R 
Publishing, 2007. 
  
In late seventeenth century Scotland 
godless King Charles II turns his back on 
the Scottish Presbyterians and demands 
that everyone accept him as the head of the 
Church of Scotland. Those who refuse to 
do so are called the Covenanters. These 
include the Wilson family from Glenvernoch 
in Galloway. Charles sends his dragoons to 
enforce his demands during “the killing  
 
 
 
times.”  The Covenanters are divided. 
Some encourage militant action against the 
King, while others, like Mr. Wilson, abhor 
violence and seek a peaceful solution. 
Though his sympathies lie with the 
Covenanters, he and his family attend the 
local kirk now headed by the King’s minister 
to protect his family and his property. His 
older sons fight against this oppression and 
have to flee to Ireland to save their lives. 
  
Margaret is conflicted along with many 
Covenanters as they must decide when to 
submit to the King and when they “must 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  In 
time she can no longer in good conscience 
attend the local kirk with her family. Though 
devoted to her family and her sweetheart, 
her first allegiance is to the Lord and her 
faith sustains her through horrible 
imprisonment and then death by drowning 
for refusing to acknowledge the King as 
Head of the Church.  
  

The major incidents of the story are true, 
and all the major characters were real 
people. A few portions of the story are 
fictionalized to enhance the plot while 
reflecting life in the seventeenth century. 
(Historical fiction -  Amazon, Grace and 
Truth Books, Crown and Covent and P&R 
Publishing.  $12.00) 
 
 
 
 

From Darkness to Light: 
A Journey of a Lifetime 

 
By Doug Leaf 

 

 
 

This book is about my life. The only 
redemption I got was when God took me 
into His arms and set me upon a solid 
foundation. To say that God cannot help me 
because I am too messed up and bad is not 
true. If God could reach down and pull me 
out of the slime pit I spent time living in, He 
can do the same for you. There is no 
mountain high enough or no valley low 
enough that the arm of the Lord cannot 
reach. This book is about walking on a path 
of destructive choices, all the while not 
realizing in the midst of rebellion and 
selfishness there was a merciful God 
standing by and waiting for me to call out to 
Him. I can say I am saved and on my way 
to heaven, and that is true. The ultimate 
aim is to inspire and encourage folks who 

http://www.prpbooks.com/
http://www.prpbooks.com/
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are finding it difficult to believe that their 
lives can change. If one person is helped by 
my story, then I have succeeded in what I 
set out to do. 
 
(Nonfiction, ebook and paperback, $3.99 & 
&13.95 Amazon, B&N) 
 
 
 
 

Living the Amish Way: Seven 
Essential Amish Values to Enrich 

Your Life 
 

By Ramsey Coutta 
 

 
 
There is something about the Amish way of 
life that compelling causes us to want to 
know more about these “plain people.” 
Their emphasis on family and God, 
simplicity in living, and their humility among 
others often make us wish we had more of 
these blessings in our life as well. Most of 
us will not become Amish, but it is possible 
to learn from the Amish and incorporate 
their values into our modern life. In Living 
the Amish Way the author describes seven 
essential values of the Amish and how they 
express these through their daily living. The 
author also describes how you too can live 
these values out in your daily life and enjoy 
the sense of peace and contentment that 
the Amish experience.  
 
 

(Nonfiction,  $2.99 - Amazon, B&N) 
 

 
 
 
 

Joined Together in Love: Forty-Five 
Practical Principles to Make Your 

Marriage Work 
 

By Ramsey Coutta 
 

 
 
A happy and successful marriage is made 
up of many small actions and attitudes that 
nourish the relationship. These actions and 
attitudes can often be described as 
principles that are beneficial to the couple. 
In Joined Together in Love: Forty-five 
Practical Principles to Make Your Marriage 
Work” the author describes these principles 
in concise, easily readable form. This short 
book contains no fluff, but goes straight to 
the heart of the matter with each principle. 
It’s written in such a way that you can easily 
reference specific marriage principles that 
are most helpful to you. Marriage principles 
emphasizing such important issues as 
commitment, handling disagreements, 
improving communication, talking like 
friends, sexual relations, making it through 
rough times and many others are included. 
Those who want to improve their marriage 
relationship or are just about to get married 
will find the principles in Joined Together in 
Love insightful and memorable. (Nonfiction, 
eBook only $2.99 - Amazon and B&N) 
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The Trail 
 

By Ramsey Coutta 
 

 
 
Ray Shattles lived a blessed life, never 
experiencing the harsh realities of evil, until 
tragedy suddenly strikes. During a storm 
tossed night on a rural road, an unexpected 
accident leads to the inexplicable loss of his 
wife and unborn child. Ray seeks to 
uncover the mystery of their loss while 
struggling with a sinister spiritual darkness 
that threatens to compromise his very soul. 
 
At his lowest point, Ray encounters an 
enigmatic man who offers to reveal to him 
the true nature of evil, including that 
residing within him. Upon agreeing to 
accompany the stranger along a wooded 
trail, Ray finds himself on an epic journey in 
which he comes face-to-face with some of 
the most heart shuddering encounters with 
evil imaginable. Through this journey, Ray 
comes to recognize the insidious nature of 
evil in the world and its role in the loss of 
his beloved wife and unborn child. The 
more he learns about the true nature of evil, 
the closer he comes to understanding 
God's immense love and finally unraveling 

the mysterious loss of his loved ones. 
(Fiction, Paperback $11.95 and eBook 
$7.65, Amazon, B&N and others)  
 

 


